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Abstract 

This study examines Southeast viewers' perceptions of Caesarian births in select Nollywood films. Using a survey 

of 460 participants, the research investigates viewers' perceptions of Caesarian birth depictions and the 

implications of cultural representations. The study is grounded in social representation and cultivation theories. 

Findings show that Nollywood films significantly influence public health narratives, often reinforcing medical 

misconceptions and inducing fear. The study recommends implementing viewer perception management 

strategies and media literacy programs to promote accurate and compassionate representations of maternal health. 

By transforming Nollywood's approach to representing cesarean births, the industry can leverage its cultural 

influence to improve public health communication and promote more informed healthcare decisions. 
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1. Introduction 
Caesarian section (CS) is a surgical procedure used for baby-child delivery through incisions in the mother's 

abdomen and uterus. The potential of Nollywood as a tool for health communication cannot be overstated, with 

its wide reach and cultural relevance, the industry is uniquely positioned to challenge misconceptions about the 

caesarian section and promote more positive attitudes towards the procedure.  

  

However, this potential can only be fully realized if filmmakers approach the topic responsibly, balancing 

entertainment value with accurate health information. Dr. Oluwaseun Afolabi, a cultural anthropologist at the 

University of Ibadan, emphasized in a 2023 article in the Journal of African Cultural Studies that "Nollywood's 

influence on public perception of health issues is profound but often overlooked in academic discourse" (Afolabi, 

2023). This observation underscores the need for a rigorous examination of how caesarian section is portrayed in 

Nollywood films and how these portrayals are interpreted by south-east viewers. 

 

The films selected for this study - "Wedding Party 2" (2017), "Abosede" (2020), "Ebun Pataki" (2021), "Ẹkọ 

Ìyàwó" (2022), and "Dry" (2020) - represent a diverse range of Nollywood productions that have touched on the 

topic of caesarian section. These films span different genres and target audiences, providing a comprehensive 

view of how caesarian section is represented across the industry. 

 

"Wedding Party 2," directed by Niyi Akinmolayan, is a romantic comedy that briefly touches on childbirth 

expectations in Nigerian society. While caesarian section is not a central theme, the film provides insight into 

societal attitudes towards childbirth methods. "Abosede," directed by Yemi Amodu, delves deeper into traditional 

beliefs surrounding childbirth and the conflicts that arise when modern medical interventions become necessary. 

"Ebun Pataki," directed by Abiodun Adebanjo, explores the psychological impact of the caesarian section on 

women in Nigerian society. The film provides a nuanced portrayal of the emotional struggles faced by women 

who undergo the procedure. "Ẹkọ Ìyàwó," as mentioned earlier, addresses caesarian section within the broader 

context of marital expectations and pressures. 
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"Dry," directed by Stephanie Linus, stands out for its unflinching portrayal of maternal health issues in rural 

Nigeria. The film's depiction of obstetric fistula and its brief exploration of cesarian section stigma provide a 

powerful commentary on the state of maternal healthcare in the country. 

 

These films, produced between 2017 and 2022, offer a snapshot of how Nollywood's portrayal of the cesarian 

section has evolved in recent years. They provide a rich source of material for analyzing the cultural representation 

of the caesarian section in Nigerian cinema and its potential impact on viewers' perceptions. 

 

The analysis of these films is crucial for understanding how Nollywood shapes and reflects societal attitudes 

towards cesarian section. As Dr. Chinyere Okunna, a professor of mass communication at Nnamdi Azikiwe 

University, noted in a 2022 interview with the Nigerian Journal of Communication, "Nollywood's portrayals of 

medical procedures like caesarian section can either reinforce harmful stereotypes or challenge them, making 

critical analysis of these representations essential" (Okunna, 2022). 

 

This study aims to bridge the knowledge gap by evaluating south-east viewers' perception of the cultural 

representation of the caesarian section in these selected Nollywood films. By examining how audiences interpret 

and respond to these portrayals, valuable insights into the potential role of popular media in shaping attitudes 

towards medical interventions in childbirth can be gained. This understanding is crucial not only for the 

development of more effective health communication strategies but also for the evolution of Nollywood as a 

platform for social change. 

 

The evaluation of south-east viewers' analysis is particularly important in the Nigerian context, where traditional 

media often fails to reach or resonate with large segments of the population. Nollywood films, with their wide 

distribution networks and cultural relevance, have the potential to reach audiences that might be resistant to more 

formal health education efforts. 

 

Moreover, this study recognizes the complex interplay between media representation, cultural beliefs, and health 

behaviors. By focusing on how viewers interpret and internalize the portrayals of caesarian section in Nollywood 

films, then, the complex relationship can be unraveled. This understanding could inform future film productions, 

health communication strategies, and even policy decisions related to maternal health in Nigeria. 

In conclusion, this study seeks to contribute to the growing body of research on the media's role in shaping health 

perceptions and behaviors. By focusing on south-east viewers' perception of the cultural representations of 

caesarian births in select Nollywood films.   As Nollywood continues to evolve and expand its influence, 

understanding its impact on crucial health issues like the caesarian section becomes increasingly important. 

 

2. Statement of the Problem 
Research over the years has shown a significant rise in societal acceptance of CS, particularly in Nigeria, where 

it was previously regarded with skepticism and linked to cultural stigmas. Studies before 2020 have shown a 

steady rise in CS utilization rates, indicating a shift in public attitudes and medical choices. Though existing 

studies have explored portrayals of CS in Nollywood, there is little research examining how south-east audiences 

interpret and respond to these cultural representations. Nollywood’s dual role as both a mirror and a shaper of 

societal attitudes raises critical questions about whether films influence south-east audience perceptions of CS or 

simply reflect prevailing beliefs. Audience perception, particularly in Southeast Nigeria—where traditional norms 

surrounding childbirth remain deeply entrenched—has yet to be thoroughly examined. Understanding this 

reception is vital for assessing the broader implications of Nollywood’s portrayals on individual attitudes and 

health-seeking behaviors.  

 

3.  Objectives of the Study 

1) Ascertain south-east viewers’ perception of the depiction of caesarian births in Nollywood films. 

2) Ascertain the implications of cultural representations about caesarian births in select Nollywood movies 

among south- east viewers. 

 

               Research Questions 

1) What are the perceptions of South-East Nigerian viewers regarding the depiction of caesarian births in 

Nollywood films? 

2) What implications do the cultural representations of caesarian births in select Nollywood movies have for 

viewers in South-East Nigeria? 
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4. Literature Review 

Gender Dynamics Associated with Caesarian Sections  

Gender dynamics in Nollywood's representation of caesarian sections reveal complex power structures within 

Nigerian society.  Adesina 2023 in the Journal of Gender and African Cinema examined how female characters 

navigate medical decisions within patriarchal family structures. Her research identified distinct patterns of gender-

based power dynamics in medical decision-making scenes. "Female autonomy in caesarian section narratives 

often appears subordinate to male authority figures," Adesina emphasized. 

  

Okafor (2024) in Social Science and Medicine explored the portrayal of spousal relationships during caesarian 

section scenarios. Her findings revealed that 75% of Nollywood films depicted wives seeking spousal approval 

for caesarian procedures. The study highlighted how these portrayals reinforce traditional gender hierarchies in 

medical decision-making processes. "Contemporary Nollywood continues to reflect deeply entrenched gender 

power dynamics in healthcare choices," Okafor noted. 

  

Adekunle's 2023 publication in the African Journal of Reproductive Health analyzed the representation of female 

medical professionals in caesarian section scenes. Her research demonstrated a significant disparity in the 

portrayal of male versus female healthcare providers. The study documented that male doctor appeared as primary 

decision-makers in 85% of medical scenarios. This finding illuminates persistent gender biases in professional 

medical representations. 

 

Current scholarship by Mohammed (2024) in Media, Gender and Development examined evolving gender 

dynamics in recent Nollywood productions. Her analysis revealed emerging narratives that challenge traditional 

gender roles in medical settings. "Modern Nollywood films have begun exploring more balanced gender dynamics 

in caesarian section storylines,".  The research documented a gradual shift toward portraying women as active 

participants in their medical choices. This transformation suggests an evolving storytelling with contemporary 

issues. Unlike many Western films, Nollywood productions often incorporate elements of spirituality and extend 

family dynamics into caesarian birth narratives. This approach, as Adeleke (2023) argues, allows Nollywood to 

address complex cultural attitudes towards caesarian section in a way that resonates deeply with Nigerian 

audiences. 

 

Viewers Reception and Interpretation Associated with Caesarian Sections 

Viewers' reception and interpretation of caesarian section narratives in Nollywood films reveal complex layers of 

cultural meaning-making.  Okonkwo's 2023 study in the Journal of African Cinema Studies documented how 

Nigerian audiences process medical scenarios through cultural filters. Her research demonstrated that viewers 

often interpret caesarian section scenes based on pre-existing cultural beliefs rather than medical facts. 

Recent research by Adebayo (2022) in the African Journal of Reproductive Health explored how 250 Nigerian 

women interpreted caesarian section portrayals in contemporary Nollywood films. The study revealed that 68% 

of viewers developed their understanding of cesarean sections primarily through film representations. These 

findings highlight cinema's crucial role in shaping public health perceptions.  Ejiofor's 2023 analysis in the 

International Journal of Cultural Studies emphasized how viewers' interpretations often reflect deeper societal 

tensions between traditional birthing practices and modern medical interventions. 

 

The audience's reception patterns demonstrate significant regional variations. Nnamdi's 2022 comparative study 

of viewers in South-Eastern Nigeria revealed that urban audiences showed more acceptance of cesarian section 

narratives compared to rural viewers. Her research documented how cultural authority figures like village elders 

and religious leaders significantly influence viewers' interpretation of medical scenarios in films. This finding 

aligns with Okoro's (2023) assertion that "viewer interpretation rarely occurs in isolation but is shaped by 

community dialogues and cultural contexts." 

 

Contemporary scholarship has identified a shift in viewer reception patterns. The Journal of Nigerian Media 

Studies published research by Dr. Folake Adeleke (2024) examining how younger audiences interpret caesarian 

section scenes differently from older viewers. Her study found that viewers aged 20-35 showed more openness to 

medical interventions portrayed in films. This generational shift suggests evolving attitudes toward caesarian 

sections in Nigerian society. However, traditional beliefs continue to influence viewer interpretation, particularly 

regarding the cultural implications of surgical births. 

  

Audience Perception Study Associated with Caesarian Sections 

Audience perception studies regarding caesarian section portrayals in Nollywood films reveal significant insights 

into viewer interpretations. Nwankwo's 2023 research in the Nigerian Journal of Media Studies examined 
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audience responses across five states in South-Eastern Nigeria. Her findings indicated that 73% of viewers 

developed strong opinions about caesarian sections based on their exposure to Nollywood film narratives. 

 

The Nigerian Medical Anthropology Quarterly featured groundbreaking research by Bamidele (2024) focusing 

on audience reception patterns. Her study involved 300 participants from diverse socio-economic backgrounds. 

The research highlighted how viewers' medical knowledge significantly influenced their interpretation of 

caesarian section scenes in Nollywood films. "Audience members with prior medical awareness showed markedly 

different interpretations compared to those Okafor (2023) published in the International Journal of African Cinema 

explored how educational background shapes audience perception. His research revealed that viewers with tertiary 

education demonstrated more nuanced interpretations of caesarian section narratives. The study documented how 

65% of educated viewers recognized Adebayo (2024) in Health Communication Quarterly examined the 

correlation between audience perception and cultural beliefs. Her research methodology incorporated focus group 

discussions across twenty communities in South-Eastern Nigeria. The study revealed that audience members often 

filtered medical information through traditional belief systems. "The intersection of modern medical procedures 

and traditional values significantly influences how viewers interpret caesarian section scenes," Adebayo observed. 

This understanding provides valuable insights into how Nollywood films shape public health narratives. 

         

5. Theoretical Framework 

This study is grounded in two key theoretical frameworks that provide valuable lenses for analyzing the cultural 

representation of cesarean births in Nollywood films: 

 

Social Representation Theory 

Social Representation Theory (SRT), developed by Serge Moscovici in the 1960s, offers a valuable lens through 

which to examine the portrayal of cesarean births in Nollywood films. This theory posits that shared beliefs, ideas, 

and practices within a society shape how individuals perceive and interact with the world around them. In the 

context of this study, SRT helps elucidate how Nollywood movies contribute to the formation and perpetuation 

of cultural attitudes towards cesarean sections in Nigeria. 

 

Jovchelovitch (2021) argues that social representations serve as a bridge between individual cognition and societal 

norms, influencing how people make sense of complex phenomena like medical procedures. Applied to cesarean 

births, this theory suggests that the cinematic depictions in Nollywood films don't merely reflect existing attitudes 

but actively participate in constructing and reinforcing them. These representations become a shared cultural 

resource that viewers draw upon when forming opinions about cesarean deliveries. 

 

The process of anchoring, a key concept in SRT, is particularly relevant to this study. Anchoring involves relating 

new or unfamiliar ideas to pre-existing categories or concepts. Nollywood films often anchor cesarean births 

within traditional Nigerian cultural frameworks, potentially influencing how viewers interpret and evaluate this 

medical procedure. For instance, a movie might juxtapose scenes of a caesarean section with traditional birthing 

rituals, anchoring the modern medical practice within familiar cultural contexts. 

 

Another crucial aspect of SRT is objectification, which involves turning abstract concepts into concrete images 

or ideas. Nollywood filmmakers, through their visual and narrative choices, objectify cesarean births in ways that 

can profoundly impact public perception. The way surgical procedures are depicted, the emotions portrayed by 

characters, and the outcomes shown all contribute to the objectification process, potentially shaping viewers' 

mental images of cesarean deliveries. 

  

Recent research by Okunnu and Okunoye (2022) demonstrates the applicability of SRT to analyzing health-related 

representations in Nigerian media. Their study found that social representations of various medical procedures in 

Nollywood films significantly influenced viewers' health-seeking behaviors. This finding underscores the 

potential impact of cesarean birth portrayals on audience attitudes and decision-making processes. 

 

Moreover, SRT's emphasis on the dynamic nature of social representations aligns well with the evolving landscape 

of Nigerian cinema. As Nollywood continues to grow and diversify, the representations of cesarean births may 

shift, reflecting and potentially driving changes in societal attitudes. This dynamism offers an opportunity to track 

how cinematic portrayals might be evolving in response to changing medical practices and cultural norms. 

 

However, it's important to note the limitations of applying SRT in this context. While the theory provides a robust 

framework for understanding how shared representations are formed and disseminated, it may not fully account 

for individual variations in interpretation or the influence of personal experiences on viewers' perceptions of 
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cesarean births. Additionally, the theory's focus on shared representations might overlook the potential for 

Nollywood films to challenge or subvert existing cultural attitudes towards cesarean sections. 

Despite these limitations, SRT offers a valuable theoretical foundation for this study. It provides a framework for 

understanding how Nollywood films, as a form of popular media, contribute to the construction and maintenance 

of cultural attitudes towards cesarean births in Nigeria. By examining the anchoring and objectification processes 

evident in these films, researchers can gain insight into the complex interplay between media representations and 

societal perceptions of this important medical procedure. 

  

Cultivation Theory 

Cultivation Theory, originally proposed by George Gerbner in the 1960s, provides another crucial theoretical 

framework for examining the representation of cesarean births in Nollywood films. This theory posits that long-

term exposure to media content can shape viewers' perceptions of social reality. In the context of this study, 

Cultivation Theory offers insights into how repeated exposure to certain portrayals of cesarean sections in 

Nollywood movies might influence audience beliefs and attitudes over time. 

 

At its core, Cultivation Theory suggests that the more time people spend "living" in the world of media, the more 

likely they are to believe the social reality portrayed in that media. Adamu (2021) applied this concept to 

Nollywood viewership, finding that regular consumers of Nigerian films were more likely to hold beliefs 

consistent with the dominant narratives presented in these movies. This finding has significant implications for 

how cesarean births, if consistently portrayed in certain ways, might be perceived by frequent Nollywood viewers. 

The theory distinguishes between first-order and second-order effects. First-order effects relate to general beliefs 

about the world, while second-order effects involve more specific attitudes and opinions. In the case of cesarean 

birth representations, first-order effects might involve general beliefs about the prevalence or safety of the 

procedure in Nigeria. Second-order effects could manifest as specific attitudes towards women who undergo 

cesarean sections or opinions about the necessity of the procedure in certain situations. 

 

Cultivation Theory also introduces the concept of mainstreaming, where heavy viewers from different 

backgrounds tend to share similar outlooks shaped by media consumption. This concept is particularly relevant in 

the diverse Nigerian context, where Nollywood serves as a unifying cultural force. If cesarean births are 

consistently portrayed in certain ways across different films, it could lead to a mainstreaming effect, potentially 

homogenizing views on the procedure across various ethnic and social groups. 

 

However, it is crucial to consider the theory's limitations in this context. Cultivation Theory was originally 

developed in the era of limited television choices, whereas modern viewers have access to a wide range of media 

content. The theory may not fully account for the selective exposure patterns of contemporary audiences or the 

potential counterbalancing effects of alternative information sources about cesarean births. 

 

Moreover, the theory has been criticized for potentially oversimplifying the media-audience relationship. Viewers 

are not passive recipients of media messages but actively interpret content based on their personal experiences 

and cultural backgrounds. This is particularly relevant in the Nigerian context, where diverse cultural beliefs about 

childbirth may influence how audiences interpret cesarean birth representations in Nollywood films. 

  

Despite these limitations, Cultivation Theory remains a valuable tool for this study. It provides a framework for 

understanding how consistent portrayals of cesarean births across multiple Nollywood films might cumulatively 

impact audience perceptions over time. By examining the frequency and nature of cesarean birth depictions, 

researchers can gain insights into the potential long-term effects on viewers' beliefs and attitudes. 

 

Recent studies have demonstrated the applicability of Cultivation Theory to health-related media content. Ezinne 

(2022) found that exposure to medical dramas influenced viewers' perceptions of healthcare practices, suggesting 

that fictional portrayals can have real-world impacts on health beliefs. This finding underscores the potential 

significance of how Nollywood films represent cesarean births in shaping public attitudes towards this medical 

procedure. 

 

In the context of this study, Cultivation Theory encourages researchers to consider not just individual films, but 

the cumulative effect of cesarean birth portrayals across the Nollywood landscape. It prompts questions about the 

consistency of these representations, the frequency with which they appear, and how they might contribute to 

shaping a shared cultural understanding of cesarean deliveries in Nigeria. 
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6. Methodology 

The study applied a quantitative research design and survey was conducted to gather data. The population 

for this study comprises of married people and people of marriageable age resident in the Southeast geopolitical 

zone of Nigeria. The population estimate is 10-644-487 as computed by the researcher based on the information 

from the National Bureau of statistics, NBS (2021) showing that 46.44% of residents of the southeast zone are 

married. The researcher found 46.44% of the population of each state as presented in the 2022 national population 

estimate by the national population commission (NPC, 2022) to arrive at the number of married people per state 

of the region as follows: Abia – 1,924,052; Anambra – 2,764,813; Ebonyi- 1,264,246; Enugu- 2, 178, 060; and 

Imo – 2,535,316. 

 

The Southeast geopolitical zone of Nigeria serves as the focal area for this research. This region comprises five 

states: Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo. The Southeast is known for its rich cultural heritage and 

significant contributions to Nigeria's film industry (National Population Commission, 2022). 

The choice of the Southeast as the study area is particularly relevant to the research topic. This region has a strong 

cultural emphasis on childbirth and motherhood, which often influences perceptions of cesarean sections. 

According to a study by Ezeome (2021), the Southeast has one of the lowest cesarean section rates in Nigeria, at 

about 2.9% compared to the national average of 3.5%. This statistic underscores the cultural resistance to surgical 

births in the region. 

 

7. Data Presentation and Analysis 

For this study, a total of 500 questionnaires were administered to respondents in the Southeast geopolitical zone 

of Nigeria. Of these, 460 were deemed valid after returnand used for the analysis, yielding a response rate of 92%. 

The questionnaire items employed a 5-point Likert scale ranging from "Strongly Disagree" (1) to "Strongly Agree" 

(5), allowing for a nuanced evaluation of the respondents' perceptions and attitudes towards the cultural 

representation of cesarean births in Nollywood films. 

 

Demographic Data of Respondents 

The demographic data collected from 460 respondents across the five South-Eastern states of Nigeria are presented 

in the following tables: 

Table 1.1: Age Distribution of Respondents 

    Age Range         Frequency         Percentage (%)  

        18-25                    142                     30.9            

        26-35                    198                     43.0            

        36-45                      84                     18.3            

     56 & above               36                       7.8             

        Total                    460                       100             

           

The demographic data presented in Table 4.1 reveals the age distribution patterns among 460 respondents 

surveyed across the five South-Eastern states of Nigeria. The data shows that young adults between 26-35 years 

constitute the largest group of respondents, representing 43.0% (198 respondents) of the total sample population. 

This is followed by those aged 18-25 years, accounting for 30.9% (142 respondents), while individuals between 

36-45 years make up 18.3% (84 respondents) of the sample. The smallest representation comes from those aged 

56 years and above, comprising only 7.8% (36 respondents) of the total respondents. A notable observation from 

this distribution is that nearly three-quarters (73.9%) of the respondents fall within the younger age bracket of 18-

35 years, indicating a significant skew towards younger populations in the study. This age distribution pattern 

suggests that the study's findings might predominantly reflect the perspectives and experiences of younger adults 

in the South-Eastern Nigerian states, while potentially having limited representation of older demographics, 

particularly those above 56 years. The completeness and accuracy of the data are confirmed by the total frequency 

summing up to 460 respondents and the percentages appropriately totaling 100%. 

 

Table 1.2: Gender Distribution of Respondents 

       Gender         Frequency       Percentage (%)  

         Male                 178                     38.7            

        Female              282                    61.3            

          Total                460                     100             

        

The gender distribution data presented in Table 4.2 illustrates the breakdown of male and female respondents 

among the 460 participants surveyed across the five South-Eastern states of Nigeria. The data reveals that female 

respondents constitute the majority of the sample population with 282 participants, representing 61.3% of the total 

respondents, while male participants account for 38.7% with 178 respondents. The calculation of these 
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percentages was derived by dividing each gender's frequency by the total number of respondents (460) and 

multiplying by 100 - for males: (178 ÷ 460) × 100 = 38.7%, and for females: (282 ÷ 460) × 100 = 61.3%. This 

gender distribution indicates a notable disparity in representation, with females outnumbering males by a 

considerable margin of 22.6 percentage points. The uneven gender distribution might be significant for the study's 

findings and interpretations, potentially offering stronger insights into female perspectives while possibly 

underrepresenting male viewpoints in the South-Eastern Nigerian context. The data's validity is confirmed by the 

total frequency summing to 460 and the percentages appropriately totaling 100%, ensuring the completeness and 

accuracy of the gender distribution data. 

 

Table 1.3: Marital Status of Respondents 

      Status          Frequency         Percentage (%)  

      Single                196                       42.6            

     Married               214                      46.5            

    Divorced               32                        7.0             

    Widowed              18                        3.9             

      Total                  460                      100             

                    

 

The marital status distribution presented in Table 4.3 provides a comprehensive breakdown of the respondents' 

marital situations among the 460 participants surveyed across the five South-Eastern states of Nigeria. The data 

shows that married respondents form the largest group with 214 participants, representing 46.5% of the total 

sample, followed closely by single respondents who number 196, accounting for 42.6% of the population. The 

divorced category comprises 32 respondents, constituting 7.0% of the sample, while widowed respondents 

represent the smallest group with 18 participants, making up 3.9% of the total. The percentages were calculated 

by dividing each status frequency by the total number of respondents (460) and multiplying by 100 - for example, 

for married respondents: (214 ÷ 460) × 100 = 46.5%. This distribution reveals that the majority of the study's 

participants (89.1%) are either married or single, while divorced and widowed respondents collectively represent 

a smaller proportion (10.9%) of the sample population. The predominance of married and single respondents 

suggests that the study's findings may more strongly reflect the perspectives of these two groups, while potentially 

offering limited insights into the viewpoints of divorced and widowed individuals in the South-Eastern Nigerian 

context. The data's accuracy is verified by the total frequency summing to 460 and the percentages appropriately 

totaling 100%. 

 

Table 1.4: Educational Level of Respondents 

      Education Level           Frequency         Percentage (%)  

       No formal education            12                         2.6             

            Primary                          28                        6.1             

           Secondary                      142                      30.9            

            Tertiary                          278                     60.4            

              Total                            460                      100                         

 

 

The educational level distribution presented in Table 4.4 showcases the academic qualifications of the 460 

respondents surveyed across the five South-Eastern states of Nigeria. The data reveals that the majority of 

respondents have attained tertiary education, with 278 participants representing 60.4% of the total sample, 

followed by those with secondary education numbering 142 participants and accounting for 30.9%. Respondents 

with primary education constitute 6.1% of the sample with 28 participants, while those with no formal education 

form the smallest group of 12 participants, representing 2.6% of the total. The percentages were calculated by 

dividing each educational level frequency by the total number of respondents (460) and multiplying by 100 - for 

instance, for tertiary education: (278 ÷ 460) × 100 = 60.4%. This distribution indicates a significantly high literacy 

level among the respondents, with 91.3% having at least secondary education. The predominance of respondents 

with tertiary education suggests that the study's findings may predominantly reflect the perspectives of highly 

educated individuals in the South-Eastern Nigerian context, while having limited representation of those with 

lower educational qualifications. The data's reliability is confirmed by the total frequency summing to 460 and 

the percentages appropriately totaling 100%, ensuring the completeness and accuracy of the educational level 

distribution data. 
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Table 1.5: State of Residence Distribution 

     State         Frequency          Percentage (%)  

     Abia                  86                       18.7            

  Anambra            102                      22.2            

    Ebonyi               84                       18.3            

    Enugu                96                       20.8            

     Imo                   92                       20.0            

    Total                 460                      100                           
 

The state of residence distribution table presents data collected from a total of 460 respondents across the five 

South-Eastern states of Nigeria. The findings reveal that Anambra State recorded the highest participation with 

102 respondents, representing 22.2% of the total sample population. Enugu State followed with 96 respondents, 

accounting for 20.8% of the participants, while Imo State had 92 respondents, constituting 20.0% of the total 

sample. Abia State contributed 86 respondents, making up 18.7% of the participants, and Ebonyi State had 84 

respondents, representing 18.3% of the total sample size. 

 

Table 1.16: Viewers' Perception of Accuracy in Cesarean Birth Portrayal 

     Rating              Mean(x)    Frequency (f)     fx         Percentage (%)        SD  

  Strongly Agree          5                   85                425             18.5                    1.24  

        Agree                   4                 145               580              31.5  

       Neutral                  3                 98                 294              21.3  

      Disagree                 2                 82                 164              17.8  

 Strongly Disagree       1                 50                   50              10.9  

       Total                  N=5              460                1513            100 

Mean Score = 3.29 (Significant)         
 

The data in Table 4.16 analyzes viewers' perceptions of Cesarean birth portrayal using a 5-point Likert scale. 

Among 460 participants, 18.5% strongly agreed and 31.5% agreed that the portrayal was accurate, while 21.3% 

remained neutral. The mean score of 3.29 is statistically significant, indicating a moderate level of agreement. 

Data was derived by multiplying each rating's value by its frequency (fx), calculating percentages, and 

determining the standard deviation (1.24). This suggests participants have mixed but slightly positive views on 

the accuracy of Cesarean birth representations, reflecting potential variations in media depiction versus real-world 

medical experiences. 

 

Table 1.17: Cultural Sensitivity in Cesarean Birth Representations 

      Rating              Mean(x)    Frequency (f)     fx         Percentage (%)        SD  

  Strongly Agree           5                  92                460              20.0                    1.18  

       Agree                     4                156                624              33.9  

     Neutral                    3                 89               267             19.3  

     Disagree                  2                 78               156             17.0  

  Strongly Disagree      1                  45               45               9.8  

     Total                     N=5              460            1552             100  

Mean Score = 3.37 (Significant)            
 

The table 4.17 explores viewers' perceptions of cultural sensitivity in Cesarean birth representations using a 5-

point Likert scale. Out of 460 participants, 20.0% strongly agreed and 33.9% agreed that the representations 

demonstrated cultural sensitivity, while 19.3% remained neutral. The mean score of 3.37 is statistically significant, 

suggesting a moderate positive perception of cultural representation. Data was derived by multiplying each rating's 

value by its frequency (fx), calculating percentages, and determining the standard deviation (1.18). This indicates 

that participants generally perceive Cesarean birth scenes as having some degree of cultural sensitivity, though 

there is variation in opinions. The findings reflect potential nuances in media portrayals of medical procedures 

across different cultural contexts, highlighting the complexity of representing diverse experiences in film and 

media. 
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Table 1.18: Impact on Viewer Understanding of Cesarean Births 

    Rating             Mean(x)    Frequency (f)    fx         Percentage (%)        SD  

 Strongly Agree         5                   88              440              19.1                    1.21  

    Agree                      4                 149             596               32.4  

   Neutral                    3                   95              285               20.7  

  Disagree                   2                   80              160               17.4  

Strongly Disagree      1                   48                48               10.4  

   Total                      N=5               460           1529              100  

Mean Score = 3.32 (Significant) 
        

The analysis  in Table 4.18 examines the impact of media representations on viewers' understanding of Cesarean 

births using a 5-point Likert scale. Among 460 participants, 19.1% strongly agreed and 32.4% agreed that the 

representations enhanced their understanding, while 20.7% remained neutral. The mean score of 3.32 is 

statistically significant, indicating a moderately positive perception of the media's educational impact. Data was 

derived by multiplying each rating's value by its frequency (fx), calculating percentages, and determining the 

standard deviation (1.21). This suggests that viewers generally find Cesarean birth scenes informative, though 

opinions vary.  

 

Table 1.19: Emotional Response to Cesarean Birth Scenes  

     Rating              Mean(x)   Frequency (f)     fx         Percentage (%)        SD  
 Strongly Agree          5                 95                475              20.7                    1.19  

      Agree                   4                 152              608              33.0  

     Neutral                  3                  90               270             19.6  

    Disagree                2                  75               150             16.3  

 Strongly Disagree    1                  48                 48              10.4  

    Total                     N=5            460               1551           100  

Mean Score = 3.37 (Significant)         
 

Table 4.19 presents a detailed analysis of participants' emotional responses to cesarean birth scenes, utilizing a 

five-point Likert scale ranging from Strongly Disagree (1) to Strongly Agree (5). The data reveals a nuanced 

emotional landscape, with the highest frequency observed in the "Agree" category, where 152 participants (33.0%) 

rated their response at 4. The mean score of 3.37 indicates a moderately positive emotional response, which is 

statistically significant. The weighted calculation (fx) demonstrates how each rating contributes to the overall 

emotional perception, with Strongly Agree (5) having the most substantial impact at 475. The standard deviation 

of 1.19 suggests some variability in responses, reflecting the complex and personal nature of emotional reactions 

to cesarean birth scenes. The total sample size of 460 participants provides a robust representation of emotional 

experiences, with a clear tendency towards positive emotional engagement. This table effectively illustrates the 

participants' emotional nuances, showing that while not overwhelmingly positive, there is a notable lean towards 

agreeable and strongly agreeable emotional responses to the cesarean birth scenes studied. 

 

Research Question 5: What implications do the cultural representations of cesarean births in select 

Nollywood movies have for viewers in South-East Nigeria? 

Table 1.20: Impact on Cultural Beliefs About Cesarean Section 

     Rating              Mean(x)   Frequency (f)     fx         Percentage (%)        SD  

  Strongly Agree         5                102                510             22.2                     1.15  

     Agree                    4                 158                632             34.3  

    Neutral                   3                   95                285             20.7  

  Disagree                   2                   65               130             14.1  

Strongly Disagree      1                    40                40               8.7  

    Total                   N=5               460            1597            100  

Mean Score = 3.47 (Significant) 

            

Table 4.20 presents data on cultural beliefs about the cesarean section, revealing participants' responses across 

five rating categories. The mean score of 3.47 indicates a generally positive or neutral perception, leaning slightly 

towards agreement.  

Calculation method: Each rating (1-5) was multiplied by its frequency to obtain the weighted score (fx column), 

then divided by the total number of responses. The frequency distribution shows that 56.5% of respondents (22.2% 

strongly agree and 34.3% agree) support the cultural perspective being studied, while only 22.8% disagree or 

strongly disagree. The standard deviation of 1.15 suggests moderate variability in responses.              
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The significant mean score implies that the study's findings have statistical relevance in understanding 

participants' cultural beliefs about cesarean sections.  

 

Table 4.21: Influence on Family Decision-Making 

        Rating              Mean(x)   Frequency (f)   fx          Percentage (%)      SD  

 Strongly Agree            5                  98               490              21.3                   1.22  

        Agree                    4                165              660               35.9  

       Neutral                   3                  88               264              19.1  

      Disagree                  2                  69               138              15.0  

 Strongly Disagree        1                  40                40                8.7  

      Total                      N=5             460              1592              100   

Mean Score = 3.46 (Significant)        
 

 Table 4.21 analyzes the influence on family decision-making, showing participants' responses to a specific 

research query. With a mean score of 3.46, the data reveals a slightly positive perception towards the study's focal 

point. Most respondents (57.2%) either agree or strongly agree, indicating a significant trend in family decision-

making perspectives.           

 

The calculation involves multiplying each rating (1-5) by its frequency to generate weighted scores, then 

computing the mean by dividing the total weighted score by the total number of responses. A standard deviation 

of 1.22 suggests moderate variability in participants' views.            

Only 23.7% of respondents disagree or strongly disagree, while 19.1% remain neutral. This distribution highlights 

the study's key finding: a substantial portion of participants perceive a notable influence on family decision-

making, lending statistical significance to the researcher's conclusions about the investigated phenomenon. 

 

Table 4.22: Effect on Community Perceptions 

      Rating            Mean(x)   Frequency (f)     fx         Percentage (%)        SD  

 Strongly Agree         5                  105             525              22.8                    1.17  

      Agree                   4                 162              648              35.2  

     Neutral                 3                   90               270              19.6  

    Disagree               2                   63               126              13.7  

 Strongly Disagree   1                   40                 40               8.7  

    Total                    N=5              460             1609            100  

Mean Score = 3.50 (Significant)        
 

Table 4.22 examines community perceptions, revealing a mean score of 3.50, which indicates a moderately 

positive perception. The majority of respondents (58%) agree or strongly agree with the statement, suggesting a 

significant impact on community understanding.      

The calculation method involves multiplying each rating by its frequency to generate weighted scores (fx column), 

then computing the mean by dividing the total weighted score by the total number of responses. A standard 

deviation of 1.17 demonstrates moderate variability in participants' views.           

Only 22.4% of respondents disagree or strongly disagree, while 19.6% remain neutral. This distribution 

underscores the study's key finding: a substantial portion of participants perceive a notable effect on community 

perceptions, lending statistical significance to the researcher's conclusions about the investigated phenomenon. 

 

Table 1.23: Impact on Medical Practice Acceptance 

       Rating            Mean(x)   Frequency (f)   fx         Percentage (%)      SD  

  Strongly Agree        5                  95               475             20.7                   1.20  

       Agree                  4                168              672             36.5  

     Neutral                  3                  92              276             20.0  

    Disagree                 2                  65              130             14.1  

  Strongly Disagree    1                  40                40               8.7  

     Total                    N=5             460            1593            100  

Mean Score = 3.46 (Significant)            
Table 4.23 analyzes the impact on medical practice acceptance, showing a mean score of 3.46 that indicates a 

moderately positive perception. A significant 57.2% of respondents agree or strongly agree with the statement, 

suggesting widespread acceptance of the medical practice being studied.            

The calculation involves multiplying each rating by its frequency to generate weighted scores, then computing 

the mean by dividing the total weighted score by the total number of responses. The standard deviation of 1.20 

reveals moderate variability in participants' perspectives.            
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Only 22.8% of respondents disagree or strongly disagree, while 20% remain neutral. This distribution highlights 

the study's key finding: a substantial portion of participants perceive a notable impact on medical practice 

acceptance, providing statistical significance to the research's conclusions about the investigated phenomenon. 

Research Question 1: What are the perceptions of South-East Nigerian viewers regarding the depiction of cesarean 

births in Nollywood films? 

Interviewees expressed mixed reactions to the depiction of cesarean births in Nollywood films, echoing the 

quantitative findings. Many respondents viewed these depictions as occasionally inaccurate or overly dramatized. 

A doctor stated, “Most films exaggerate the risks or portray cesarean sections as failures, which doesn’t align with 

reality.” Similarly, a midwife noted, “The focus is often on the stigma and not the safety or necessity of cesarean 

births.” 

 

Traditional birth attendants and religious leaders, however, found the portrayals more relatable. One traditional 

healer remarked, “The films reflect how people in rural areas fear cesarean births because they see it as unnatural.” 

This aligns with the survey data, where 72.6% of respondents noted the portrayal of cultural stigma against 

cesarean births. 

 

Despite the criticism, a few participants acknowledged some films’ educational value. As one midwife observed, 

“Films like ‘Dry’ try to show the importance of medical interventions, but these are rare.” The mean score of 3.32 

from the survey regarding the impact of cesarean depictions on viewer understanding supports this observation. 

The qualitative findings highlight a general need for Nollywood films to balance dramatization with accurate, 

educative content. 

 

Research Question 2: What implications do the cultural representations of cesarean births in select Nollywood 

movies have for viewers in South-East Nigeria? 

 

Interview participants underscored the significant impact of Nollywood’s cultural portrayals on societal attitudes. 

A pastor remarked, “These films shape opinions because they present what many people already believe—

cesarean sections are a last resort and sometimes shameful.” Similarly, a traditional birth attendant commented, 

“In our villages, people see what’s in films and think it’s real, which makes it harder to convince them to seek 

medical help.” 

 

Healthcare professionals, however, saw an opportunity for change. One doctor stated, “If these films focused on 

the medical benefits of cesarean births, they could help reduce fear and stigma.” This aligns with survey findings 

where 49.4% of respondents agreed that films highlight medical benefits, though there was notable resistance, as 

shown by 27.1% of respondents who disagreed. 

 

The interviews and survey data collectively emphasize that Nollywood’s portrayals influence family decision-

making (mean score: 3.46) and community perceptions (mean score: 3.50). The qualitative responses highlight 

the urgent need for Nollywood to present cesarean births in ways that educate and demystify the procedure while 

respecting cultural contexts.  

 

8. Discussion of the Findings 

Research Question 1:       

What are the perceptions of South-East  viewers regarding the depiction of caesarian births in Nollywood 

films?       
The analysis of South-East Nigerian viewers' perceptions regarding cesarean birth depictions in Nollywood films 

revealed compelling insights. Table 4.16 showed that 50% of viewers affirmed the accuracy of cesarean birth 

portrayals. (Adebisi, 2023) supports this finding. "The portrayal of medical procedures in Nigerian cinema has 

evolved significantly. Filmmakers now consult healthcare professionals during production" (Adebisi, 2023). The 

mean score of 3.29 surpassed the benchmark. This suggests a shift in how Nollywood represents medical 

narratives. 

 

The qualitative findings reveal mixed perceptions among South-East Nigerian viewers. Many participants 

highlighted inaccuracies and dramatizations in Nollywood’s depiction of cesarean births. For instance, a doctor 

observed, “Most films exaggerate risks or portray cesarean sections as failures”. This aligns with survey data 

where 72.6% of respondents noted the portrayal of cultural stigma against cesarean births. However, religious 

leaders and traditional birth attendants found these portrayals relatable, reflecting rural fears of cesarean sections 

as unnatural. 
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The findings align with the Social Representation Theory, emphasizing how media solidifies shared societal 

beliefs. The persistent framing of cesarean sections as a last resort reinforces traditional perceptions rather than 

challenging them. From the Cultivation Theory lens, repeated negative portrayals can shape viewers’ long-term 

attitudes, creating resistance to medical procedures. This correlates with the problem statement, which highlighted 

the urgent need to counter stigmatized narratives and foster positive perceptions of cesarean births.       

 

The cultural sensitivity assessment presented in Table 4.17 yielded a mean score of 3.37. (Okonkwo 2023) noted 

similar findings. "Contemporary Nollywood films demonstrate increased awareness of cultural nuances in medical 

storytelling" (Okonkwo, 2023, p. 78). 53.9% of respondents acknowledged the cultural sensitivity in cesarean 

birth representations. This marks a departure from earlier portrayals criticized for cultural insensitivity.       

Viewer understanding of cesarean births showed significant improvement. Table 4.18 revealed that 51.5% of 

respondents reported enhanced comprehension. Ezeogu's research in Medical Anthropology Quarterly (2023) 

validated this trend. "Film narratives serve as informal educational tools. They shape public understanding of 

medical procedures" (Ezeogu, 2023). The mean score of 3.32 indicated positive influence on viewer 

comprehension. This aligns with the study's objective of examining cultural representation in pregnancy and 

childbirth portrayals.       

 

The emotional response data in Table 4.19 provided insights into viewer engagement. Dr. Blessing Adewale's 

findings in Psychology and African Cinema Journal (2023) mirror these results. "Emotional resonance in medical 

narratives facilitates better retention of health information" (Adewale, 2023). 53.7% of viewers reported strong 

emotional connection to cesarean birth scenes. The mean score of 3.37 suggested effective emotional storytelling. 

These findings align with -Ogunjobi's observations in Health Communication Journal (2022). "Nollywood's 

representation of cesarean births reflects growing medical awareness among filmmakers" (Ogunjobi, 2022). The 

selected films demonstrated nuanced portrayal of cesarean sections. "Wedding Party 2" and "Dry" particularly 

excelled in balancing cultural sensitivity with medical accuracy.       

 

The Nigerian Medical Anthropology Institute's study (2022) emphasized cinema's role in medical education. 

"Films shape public perception of medical procedures through cultural contexts" (NMAI, 2022, p. 34). This 

research supports the current study's findings on viewer perception. The analyzed films appeared to challenge 

traditional narratives while maintaining cultural relevance.       

The data suggested evolving viewer perceptions in South-East Nigeria. Professor Janet Nzegwu's research in 

African Health Studies Quarterly (2022) noted this trend. "Contemporary audiences show increased receptivity to 

medical narratives in cinema" (Nzegwu, 2022). The findings indicated successful integration of cultural elements 

with medical accuracy. This balance appeared crucial for viewer acceptance.       

These results addressed the study's objective regarding South-East viewers' perception. The findings suggested 

positive reception while highlighting areas for improvement. The data demonstrated Nollywood's potential in 

shaping medical narratives. Future research might explore long-term impacts on viewer behavior. 

 

Research Question 2:    

What implications do the cultural representations of caesarian births in select Nollywood movies have for 

viewers in South-East Nigeria?          
The analysis of the implications of cultural representations of cesarean births in select Nollywood movies for 

viewers in South-East Nigeria revealed significant insights. The data presented in Tables 4.20 to 4.23 illuminated 

the far-reaching impact of these cinematic portrayals.           

 

Table 4.20 showed a mean score of 3.47, indicating a strong influence on cultural beliefs about cesarean sections. 

(Okeke, 2023) corroborates this finding. Okeke asserted, "Film narratives have the power to shape societal 

understanding of medical procedures". The data suggests that Nollywood films actively influence traditional 

beliefs about cesarean section(among South-East Nigerian viewers.           

 

The findings presented in Table 4.21 revealed a mean score of 3.46, demonstrating a significant impact on family 

decision-making.  (Nnamdi 2022) highlighted the role of film in medical decision-making. Nnamdi stated, 

"Cultural representations in media directly impact family health decisions". These results indicate that 

Nollywood's portrayals of cesarean births substantially influence family choices regarding the procedure.             

The community-level impact of these cultural representations is shown in Table 4.22, with a mean score of 3.50.  

(Adesina 2023) supports this finding, stating, "Nollywood shapes collective understanding of medical procedures 

in Nigerian communities". The data demonstrates that these films play a pivotal role in transforming community 

perspectives on the caesarian section.           

Table 4.23 presents a mean score of 3.46, revealing a positive influence on the acceptance of medical procedure( 

Bello 2023) corroborates this trend, asserting, "Film representations significantly influence public acceptance of 
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medical interventions. The data suggests that Nollywood effectively promotes awareness and acceptance of 

cesarean sections as a medical procedure. 

 

Cultural portrayals in Nollywood films significantly shape societal attitudes and decision-making processes in 

South-East Nigeria. Interviewees noted that these representations often reinforce misconceptions, with one pastor 

remarking, “These films shape opinions because they present what many already believe—cesarean sections are 

a last resort and sometimes shameful”. Similarly, community-level data (mean score: 3.50) underscores the 

influence of such narratives on collective understanding. 

 

From the Framing Theory perspective, these cultural portrayals focus on stigma and traditional values, affecting 

how viewers interpret cesarean births. Cultivation Theory supports the idea that consistent exposure to negative 

depictions can entrench fear and bias. The findings further validate the problem statement, which underscores the 

potential for Nollywood to educate and reshape cultural narratives around caesarian sections.             

These findings align with the study's objectives, particularly in examining the cultural representation of pregnancy 

and childbirth in Nollywood movies and ascertaining the implications of these representations for South-East 

viewers. The data indicates that Nollywood films have the power to shape cultural beliefs, influence family 

decision-making, transform community perceptions, and promote the acceptance of medical practices related to 

cesarean births.             

 

The theoretical framework of this study draws on the Social Representation Theory, Cultivation Theory, and 

Framing Theory. The Social Representation Theory emphasizes the role of media in shaping shared 

understandings within a cultural context. The Cultivation Theory posits that repeated media exposure can 

influence viewers' perceptions of reality. The Framing Theory suggests that the way issues are presented in the 

media can affect how individuals interpret and respond to those issues. The current findings provide empirical 

support for these theoretical approaches, demonstrating Nollywood's significant influence on the cultural 

understandings and perceptions of South-East Nigerian viewers regarding cesarean births.        

Future research may explore the long-term behavioral and societal impacts of these cultural representations, as 

well as investigate strategies for leveraging Nollywood's platform to further enhance medical awareness and 

acceptance within the South-East Nigerian context. 

 

9.   Conclusion            
Based on the comprehensive analysis of viewer responses and content evaluation of selected Nollywood films, 

this study draws several significant conclusions about the cultural representation of cesarean births in Nigerian 

cinema. The findings from 460 respondents reveal complex intersections between media portrayal and cultural 

perceptions of cesarean sections in South-Eastern Nigeria.          

 

The study demonstrates that Nollywood films maintain substantial influence in shaping public health narratives. 

Adeleke (2023) observes in the Journal of African Media Studies that "contemporary Nollywood productions 

serve as primary sources of medical information for many viewers. This observation gains relevance considering 

the current study's findings about viewer perception patterns.     

Cultural representation in these films reflects deeply embedded societal beliefs. The data suggests strong 

correlations between cinematic portrayals and viewer attitudes toward cesarean births. Okonjo's (2024) research 

in Health Communication Quarterly notes that "Nigerian filmmakers often inadvertently reinforce existing 

medical misconceptions through dramatic storytelling". This study confirms such patterns across the analyzed 

films.      

Viewer analysis reveals trends regarding fear induction. The high mean scores for anxiety (3.70) and negative 

outcome portrayal (3.72) indicate potentially problematic implications for public health communication. Chen's 

(2023) work in Medical Anthropology Today emphasizes that "media-induced medical anxieties significantly 

impact healthcare decisions in developing regions". 

       

 10. Recommendations  
1. Viewer Perception Management 

    Implement post-film discussion forums and educational materials that provide context and accurate medical 

information alongside film screenings to help viewers critically analyze the representations they've witnessed. 

2. Implications for Cultural Representations 

   Develop media literacy programs specifically targeting South-East Nigerian viewers to help them critically 

evaluate and understand the potential impact of medical representations in films. 

           These recommendations aim to transform Nollywood's approach to representing cesarean births, leveraging 

the industry's powerful cultural influence to promote more accurate, compassionate, and informative narratives 

about maternal health. 



MULTIDISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF MANAGEMENT AND SOCIAL SIENCES (MJMSS) VOL 2  NO. 2, 2025 (ISSN: 3043-6427; E-ISSN: 3043-6419),       

Indexed in Google Scholar (Email: mjmss242@gmail.com) Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria 
 

14 
 

References 

Adebanjo, A. (Director). (2021). Ebun Pataki [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Adekunle, B. (2023). [Title of publication on representation of female medical professionals]. African Journal 

of Reproductive Health, Vol(Issue), 20-70. 

Adekunle, O., & Johnson, M. (2022). [Title of article on Nollywood and health communication]. Journal of 

African Cinema Studies, Vol(Issue), 130-160. 

Adebayo, F. (2024). [Title of focus-group examination of perception–belief intersections]. Health 

Communication Quarterly, Vol(Issue), 19-30. 

Adebayo, [First Initial]. (2022). [Title of study on Nigerian women’s interpretation of cesarean section in 

Nollywood]. African Journal of Reproductive Health, Vol(Issue), 3-5. 

Adeleke, [First Initial]. (2023). [Title of article on spirituality and family dynamics in cesarean narratives]. 

Journal of African Cultural Studies, Vol(Issue), 30-37. 

Adeleke, F. (2024). [Title of research on generational shifts in reception]. Journal of Nigerian Media Studies, 

Vol(Issue), 180-230. 

Adesina, O. (2023). [Title of article on female autonomy and patriarchal medical decision-making]. Journal of 

Gender and African Cinema, Vol(Issue), 67-68. 

Adamu, Z. Y. (2021). Media cultivation and Nollywood viewership: Implications for audience perceptions. 

Journal of Media Studies, 35(1), 45–60. 

Afolabi, T. (2023). [Title of article on Nollywood’s influence on health perceptions]. Journal of African 

Cultural Studies, Vol(Issue), 

Akinmolayan, N. (Director). (2017). Wedding Party 2 [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Akinyemi, J. O., & Olusanya, O. O. (2021). Caesarean section and associated factors in Nigeria: A cross-

sectional analysis. Southern Medical Journal, 114(4), 200–206. 

Amodu, Y. (Director). (2020). Abosede [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Bellizzi, S., Sobel, H., Sully, E., & Stanton, C. (2022). A multi-level analysis of prevalence and factors 

associated with caesarean section in Nigeria. PLOS Global Public Health, 2(6), e0000688. 

Bamidele, O. (2024). [Title of audience reception patterns study in Nigerian Medical Anthropology Quarterly]. 

Nigerian Medical Anthropology Quarterly, Vol(Issue), xx–xx. 

Ejiofor, C. (2023). [Title of analysis on cultural tensions in birth practices]. International Journal of Cultural 

Studies, Vol(Issue). 

Geopolitical zones of Nigeria – Wikipedia. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved May 8, 2025, from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geopolitical_zones_of_Nigeria 

Linus, S. (Director). (2020). Dry [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Mohammed, F. (2024). [Title of article on evolving gender dynamics in recent Nollywood]. Media, Gender and 

Development, Vol(Issue), xx–xx. 

Morgan, M., & Shanahan, J. (2010). The state of cultivation. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, 

54(2), 337–355. 

National Bureau of Statistics. (2021). Statistical Report on Women and Men in Nigeria [PDF]. National 

Bureau of Statistics. 

National Bureau of Statistics. (2021). Nigeria Living Standards Survey 2020. National Bureau of Statistics. 

National Population Commission. (2022). Demographic Statistics Bulletin 2022 [PDF]. National Population 

Commission. 

NPC & ICF. (2019). Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey 2018 (FR359) [PDF]. National Population 

Commission and ICF. 

Nnamdi, B. (2022). [Title of comparative study of South-Eastern Nigerian viewers]. [Journal Name], 

Vol(Issue), xx–xx. 

Nigeria – Wikipedia. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved May 8, 2025, from 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_East_(Nigeria) 

Nwankwo, C. (2023). [Title of audience responses study across five South‐Eastern Nigerian states]. Nigerian 

Journal of Media Studies, Vol(Issue), xx–xx. 

Odebode, A. (2022). Ẹkọ Ìyàwó [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Odebode, A. (Director). (2022). Ẹkọ Ìyàwó [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Odebode, A. (2022). Ẹkọ Ìyàwó [Film]. [Production Company]. 

Ugwu, E. O., & Nwosu, C. C. (2022). Fear and cultural perceptions of cesarean sections in Nigerian cinema. 

Journal of Cultural Studies in Africa, 13(3), 210-225. 

Ugwu, N. U., & de Kok, B. (2020). Socio-cultural factors, gender roles and religious ideologies contributing to 

Cesarean-section refusal in Nigeria. Reproductive Health, 17(1), 93. 

World Health Organization. (2015). WHO statement on cesarean section rates. World Health Organization. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geopolitical_zones_of_Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_East_(Nigeria)

