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Abstract

The promotion of election transparency is a fundamental to the sustenance of credible and enduring democratic
governance. Election transparency requires that elections are conducted in an open and impartial manner and in full
compliance with the constitution and other established laws and guidelines, such that the relevant stakeholders including
the citizens can monitor, scrutinize the process and accept the outcome. However, in Nigeria, the credibility of elections
has been frequently challenged, based on the allegations of electoral malpractice, vote buying, voter intimidation,
fraudulent administrative and technical failures, misinformation, manipulation of results and other electoral vices.
Against the above background, this paper advances the recognition that the promotion of electoral transparency cannot
be left exclusively to electoral management institutions and the fact that academics and professionals have critical role
to play in promoting electoral transparency. Academics contribute to electoral transparency through research, voter
education, policy evaluation, electoral data analysis and evidence-based recommendations for reform, while
professionals contribute by providing technical expertise, independent scrutiny, legal accountability, accurate reporting
and monitoring of electoral procedures. Therefore, the paper adopted the doctrinal research methodology and examined
the respective roles of academics and professionals in promoting election transparency in Nigeria. It found that there is
trust deficit in the Nigerian elections. Hence the need for better cooperation between the academia, professional bodies,
electoral bodies, and civil society can greatly enhance transparency and accountability in the Nigerian electoral system.
It however, argued that for them to work, they need to be independent and have good professional ethics as well as
adequate technical expertise to access reliable electoral information. The paper concluded that the academic institutions
and professional bodies should be mobilized to collaborate effectively with electoral institutions and civil society to
achieve electoral transparency in Nigeria.
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1. Introduction

Concerns about election transparency has become so significant, especially this time when democratic societies are
navigating unprecedented transformations in the ways elections are organized, contested, communicated, monitored and
perceived. More so, as digital technologies have expanded opportunities for civic participation while simultaneously
creating new vulnerabilities through misinformation, disinformation, cyber threats, algorithmic amplification, artificial
intelligence, and declining public trust in our democratic institutions. Thus, in contemporary democracies, transparency
is increasingly measured not only by procedural compliance but also by the extent to which citizens understand, trust and
participate in electoral processes. These developments require us to rethink the architecture of election transparency.

More importantly, they compel us to recognise scholars and professionals not merely as observers of democratic
processes but as strategic partners whose knowledge, expertise and ethical leadership can strengthen and promote
electoral credibility. This paper therefore advances the recognition that free, fair and transparent elections constitute the
cornerstone of constitutional democracy. Secondly, that the future of election transparency depends on the strategic
mobilisation of intellectual capital, professional ethics, interdisciplinary research and evidence-based public
communication. Thus, the challenge of election transparency has emerged as one of the defining governance challenges
of the twenty-first century, especially in nascent democracies like Nigeria. Hence the continuous demand from the
citizens for accountability, integrity and openness from government and its electoral institution. However, while primarily
the governments and electoral management bodies remain the principal custodians of elections, sustaining electoral
credibility requires the active participation of all relevant stakeholders, particularly universities, research institutions,
professional associations, civil society organisations, media practitioners, legal experts, technologists, statisticians and
policy analysts. This implies that the responsibility for protecting electoral integrity cannot be left solely to the electoral
management bodies, but should be a shared democratic responsibility requiring collective ethical scholarly and
professional engagement.

Although election remains the hallmark of an enduring democratic governance system, it is widely acknowledged, that
it is not enough to merely conduct periodic elections at frequent intervals. For elections to effectively promote democratic
governance, they must have the quality of transparency as the key element. This is due to the impact of transparency on
the credibility, legitimacy, and acceptability of elections. Again, it is not enough to have a constitution and electoral laws
which contain all manner of principles aimed at ensuring election transparency as well as establishing the necessary
democratic institutions to drive the process. It is equally important that such principles must be seen to be fully enforced
by the institutions independently and fairly.
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Unfortunately, elections in Nigeria today are challenged by transparency deficit which is indicated in vices such as
misinformation, disinformation, public trust deficit, political polarization, electoral violence, manipulation of results, and
the speedy diffusion of false information using social media among others. The consequences of the above are is the
crisis of legitimacy of government, people’s loss of trust in the democratic process and their disillusionment in the ability
of democracy to deliver on its promises. These existential challenges underscore the urgent need to safeguard electoral
integrity in order to restore the people’s trust and perception of the electoral process by credible evidence-based
communication, thereby encouraging their participation in the democratic process.

Against the above background, this address advances the recognition that the mobilization of scholars and professionals
as strategic communicators in order to achieve election transparency is the way to go. This is justified in that their
knowledge, professionalism, ethics, independence, and credibility, make scholars and professionals crucial actors and
partners in the process of conducting transparent, peaceful, and credible elections. It is therefore submitted, that the roles
that scholars and professionals play in voter education, public enlightenment, fact-checking, anti-misinformation efforts,
election observation, policy advocacy and stakeholder engagement cannot be underestimated, despite the constraints that
limit their effective participation in electoral communication.

It is therefore argued, that the strategic use of universities, research institutes, professional organizations, civil society
organizations and communication experts will greatly enhance trust in electoral management bodies, improve democratic
accountability and minimize electoral disputes. This implies the need for institutionalized cooperation between electoral
management bodies and academic and professional organizations, greater civic and digital literacy investments, stronger
legal protections for independent communicators and the development of multidisciplinary election communication
networks. It is further argued, that the mobilization of scholars and professionals as strategic communicators is vital to
improving election transparency, ensuring electoral integrity and ultimately achieving democratic governance.

2. Conceptual Clarifications

Democracy

Democracy is one of the most popular and appealing concepts in political theory and practice; hence it has been taken
for granted that it is a universally accepted way of life but without a universally accepted definition.? Accordingly, the
concept has been variously defined and explained depending on one’s context, circumstance or ideological inclination.
Etymologically, the term was first used from a combination of Greek words, namely, démos, which means people, and
kratos, which means rule or power, to mean rule by the people.® It is a system of government where political power is
ultimately vested in the people who exercise that power, either individually (direct democracy in which people took part
in decision-making directly through assemblies) or indirect (representative democracy) in which the people govern
themselves through their elected representatives.*

However, modern democracy is mostly representative rather than direct. In representative democracy, political leaders
are elected and they rule on behalf of people for a specific duration (tenure). In other words, in contemporary political
systems, representative democracy has replaced direct democracy because of the difficulties involved in decision-making
processes in complex societies where people cannot participate directly in decision-making processes. The most
popularly accepted definition of democracy as “government of the people by the people and for the people”.® This
emphasizes the point that in a democracy, the power to govern belongs to and is derived from the people. From the above
definition, it is apparent that the epicenter of democracy is “the people”, to whom sovereignty belongs and from whom
government should derive all its powers and authority to govern. Therefore, their participation in the democratic process
is imperative, if they have to determine their political destiny by themselves.®

The above implies that the hallmark of true democracy is rule by the consent of the people, which must be determined
by their affirmative votes in a free, fair and credible election in accordance with the constitution of the country, which in
itself, must have been a product of a democratic process.” According to Joseph Schumpeter, “Democracy is that
institutional form of government that is characterised by a tendency to arrive at political decisions through competitive
elections in which individuals acquire the power to decide through a struggle for votes. It must be noted, that beyond the
form and the decision-making process, there is a complex set of institutions, values, and procedures that make up a
democratic system of government.

20OE Nwebo ‘Constitutionalism and Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria: The Challenges of Democratic Legitimacy and Plurality’,
28 Inaugural Lecture of Imo State University, Owerri, Delivered on 16 February 2023: Imo State University Press, 2023, 28.

3 Giovanni Sartori, The Theory of Democracy Revisited (Chatham House 1987) 17.

4 David Held, Models of Democracy (3rd edn, Polity Press 2006) 1-2.

> A. Lincoln, in his famous speech called the Gettysburg Address a ‘monumental act’ (19 November 1863). available at:
<http://www.abrahamlincolnonline. org/lincoln/ speeches/g ettysburg. htm>, (accessed 5 May 2017).

0. E. Nwebo, ‘Constitutionalism and Democratic Consolidation in Nigeria: The Challenge of Democratic Legitimacy and Plurality’
Op Cit, 30.

7 Ibid.

Page | 5



NWEBO: Role of Academics and Professionals in Promoting Election Transparency in Nigeria

Thus, though the idea of democracy highlights elections, political competition, and majority rule as its core elements,
liberal democracy is not only concerned about who rules (who exercises power), but also about how he rules (how he
exercises power), thereby highlighting the significance of constitutionalism, the rule of law, and the protection of human
rights. Therefore, democracy is compromised by electoral fraud, authoritarianism, as well as social and economic
inequalities that prevent citizens from effectively participating in the democratic process.® Thus, democracy is a
progressive governance system showing the degree to which basic democratic principles are realized and democratization
is always everywhere an unfinished process.’

Election

Election can be defined as a formal process by which a group of people chooses their representatives or takes a decision
through voting. In the concrete sense of a democratic system of government an election is a democratic process through
which people choose their representatives or leaders in government by voting. In a democracy, elections allow citizens
to participate in government and influence decisions that affect their lives. Thus, election is the hallmark of democracy
and this explains the cruciality of transparency in elections to reflect the people’s choices.

Election Transparency

The concept of transparent elections refers to an electoral process that is open, accountable, verifiable, and accessible to
all stakeholders, such that the conduct and outcomes of elections can be independently observed, scrutinized, and trusted.
They are elections in which the rules, procedures, and decisions guiding the electoral process are clear, publicly known,
and consistently applied. Election transparency ensures that every stage of the electoral process—from voter registration
to the declaration of results—is carried out in accordance with the law, free from manipulation, and subject to public
oversight. Thus, transparency in elections requires that electoral institutions operate in an open manner, provide accurate
information to the public, and permit independent monitoring by: political parties, observers, the media, civil society
organizations, and citizens. It is the central pillar of democratic governance in that it promotes legitimacy, public
confidence, political stability, and peaceful transfer of power.

Election transparency is a fundamental requirement for democratic governance, because it promotes public confidence,
electoral legitimacy, accountability, and peaceful political transitions. Transparent elections enable citizens to verify that
electoral processes are conducted according to constitutional and legal standards, thereby reducing allegations of fraud
and electoral violence. However, the increasing prevalence of misinformation, political polarization, hate speech, and
declining public trust in electoral institutions has made election transparency not merely a legal issue but also a strategic
communication challenge.

Scholar

The term scholar is used to describe "a person who has studied a subject in great detail and is therefore an expert in it".!°
Scholars have been more particularly described as members of the academic community who engage in teaching,
research, scholarship, innovation, and the dissemination of knowledge while enjoying academic freedom and institutional
autonomy.'! Scholars are generally seen as possessing advanced knowledge in their particular field of study and their
expertise enables governments, civil society organizations and international institutions to formulate policies grounded
in empirical evidence rather than political expediency. In tense and controversial moments, especially political
uncertainty, their intellectual independence often makes them credible sources of information that can be acted upon.
Thus, in democratic governance, scholars contribute by conducting election studies, constitutional analysis, public policy
evaluation, governance research, civic education, and independent policy advocacy.

Professionals

A professional is an individual who possesses specialized education, technical competence, practical skills, and ethical
responsibilities within a recognized occupation or profession. Professional practice is usually regulated by statutory
bodies, licensing authorities, or professional associations that establish standards of competence and codes of ethics.
Abbott argues that professions derive their authority from specialized knowledge that enables practitioners to solve
complex problems in society.'? Thus, it is their specialized knowledge, formal education, credentialing is what
distinguishes them from non-professionals.

8 Robert A Dahl, Democracy and Its Critics (Yale University Press 1989) 108—114.

9 Ibid.

YCambridge Dictionary (online), 'Scholar' https:/dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/scholar accessed 8 July 2026.
MUNESCO, Recommendation concerning the Status of Higher-Education Teaching Personnel (adopted 11 November 1997) UNESCO
General Conference, 29th Session.

12Andrew Abbott, The System of Professions: An Essay on the Division of Expert Labor (University of Chicago Press 1988) 35-58.
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3. Analysis of the Role of Academics and Professionals in Promoting Election Transparency
In order to appreciate the role of academics and professionals in promoting election transparency, it is apposite to explain
the elements of transparent elections in order to understand where and how they have a role to play.

Elements of Transparent Elections
For elections to be considered transparent and ipso facto credible, the following elements must be seen to be in place:

Certain and predictable Legal Framework: Transparent elections require a clear and predictable legal framework
governing electoral administration, voter eligibility, candidate nomination, campaign financing, voting procedures,
dispute resolution, and result declaration. Electoral laws should be publicly accessible and applied impartially.

Independent and Impartial Electoral Management: An independent electoral management body (EMB) is essential for
election transparency. Such institutions must operate without undue political influence, maintain professionalism, and
communicate openly with stakeholders.

Accurate and Transparent Voter Registration: A credible voter register helps ensure that only eligible voters participate
and that all qualified citizens have an equal opportunity to vote. Public display and verification of voter registers enhance
transparency.

Open Campaign Environment for all Political Parties: Transparent elections require equal opportunities for political
competition, including freedom of expression, freedom of association, media access, and the ability of political parties
to campaign without intimidation.

Transparency in Voting and Vote Counting, Ballot Secrecy and Protection of Party Agents: The voting process should
be conducted in a manner that protects ballot secrecy while allowing observers and party agents to witness procedures.
Counting and collation processes should be open, accurate, and verifiable.

Access to Information in timely and accurate manner: Electoral authorities should provide timely, accurate, and
accessible information on election procedures, polling locations, voter education, and results. Effective communication
helps reduce misinformation and builds public trust.

Complementary Roles of Scholars and Professionals in Election Transparency

The primary responsibility of scholars is knowledge generation while professionals focus on applying knowledge to solve
practical problems. While scholars generate theories, carry out empirical research, and make policy recommendations,
professionals translate those ideas into practical solutions and institutional practices. For example, lawyers interpret and
apply the law, engineers design infrastructure, journalists disseminate verified information, accountants ensure financial
accountability, and communication professionals manage institutional reputation and public engagement. As indicated
above, scholars and professionals perform different functions, it is instructive to note, that though they perform different
functions, many individuals simultaneously function as both scholars and professionals. For instance, university professor
who conducts research can also serves as a legal consultant. The same applies to medical practitioners, engineers, etcetera.
The expertise of scholars and professionals is particularly important during elections, constitutional reforms, public health
emergencies, security crises, and economic policymaking, where informed and credible communication is essential.
Accordingly, in democratic societies, professionals strengthen governance through legal advocacy, investigative
journalism, financial accountability, electoral observation, public communication, technological innovation, healthcare
delivery, and institutional reforms. As stated earlier, scholars generate advanced knowledge through research, teaching,
and critical inquiry, while professionals apply specialized knowledge in addressing practical societal challenges. Thus,
in the context of election transparency and its democratic governance nexus, both groups in their complementary roles
serve as credible communicators, policy advisers, educators, and guardians of ethical standards, making their
mobilization essential for strengthening democratic institutions consolidating democratic governance.

4. The Challenges of Election Transparency in Nigeria

There is no doubt that transparent and credible elections were envisaged by the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria 1999 (as amended). Hence the Constitution and the Electoral Act 2026 established a robust legal framework for
the conduct of free, fair and transparent elections. The Electoral Act went further to provide additional responsibilities in
relation to electronic transmission of results, requiring a residing Officer must electronically transmit polling-unit results
to IReV after completion and authentication of the prescribed result form. A wilful failure to comply attracts criminal
sanctions. Courts determine election petitions, interpret electoral legislation and provide remedies for proven violations.
However, these mechanisms cannot implement themselves and electoral offences will have to be investigated and
prosecuted and sanctioned. The role of professionals like lawyers and judges is required to promote transparency by
providing legal advice and ensuring that electoral disputes are determined according to publicly accessible legal standards
rather than political considerations hence the need for judicial independence.
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At least, since 1999 the country has successfully conducted periodic elections which peacefully heralded the successive
transitions from one administration to the other, as provided for in the Constitution, not without contestations which most
of the time ended in the Supreme Court. There have also been legal reforms aimed at ensuring election transparency
(though imperfect). In this connection, it must be acknowledged, that the Electoral Act 2026 with its imperfection
represents a significant milestone in strengthening legal mechanisms for transparent elections. In any case, laws alone
cannot secure electoral integrity. Democratic culture and adherence to the rule of law must accompany legal reforms to
achieve the intendment. In this regard, judicial interpretations of our electoral laws are not scarce.

The factors that undermine election transparency, especially in emerging democracies like Nigeria include: electoral
violence and intimidation; vote buying and corruption; political interference in electoral management bodies; weak legal
and institutional frameworks; misinformation and disinformation; opaque result management processes; limited access
for observers and the media; and inadequate civic and voter education. Transparent elections are important because they:
enhance the legitimacy of governments; promote public trust in democratic institutions; reduce electoral fraud and
manipulation; minimize post-election disputes and violence; encourage citizen participation in governance; strengthen
constitutionalism and the rule of law; and contribute to democratic consolidation and political stability.

Recent international practice increasingly recognizes strategic communication as a core function of electoral integrity
rather than an auxiliary activity. Electoral stakeholders are expected to engage proactively with citizens, provide credible
information, counter misinformation, and strengthen institutional trust. In the above context, scholars and professionals
constitute a highly credible constituency capable of serving as strategic communicators. Their intellectual independence,
professional expertise, ethical standards, and social influence position them to educate citizens, promote evidence-based
political discourse, combat electoral misinformation, and strengthen democratic accountability.

Scholars and professionals possess qualities that make them particularly effective strategic communicators in democratic
societies by contributing to: conducting electoral research; simplifying complex legal and political issues; providing
evidence-based public education; promoting informed public debate; advising policymakers. The expertise,
independence, and adherence to ethical standards of scholars and professionals including lawyers, journalists and
communication specialists enhance the credibility of election-related communication.

Attempts have also been made in the area of technological innovation and the strengthening of the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC). In this connection, it cannot be denied that the introduction of biometric voter
accreditation and electronic transmission mechanisms has significantly improved transparency in many respects (though
not without technical hitches, sometimes mysterious). Despite all the efforts, persistent challenges remain, including vote
buying, electoral violence, misinformation, logistical deficiencies, political intimidation and prolonged electoral
litigation.!* Addressing the above challenges requires stronger collaboration between universities, professional bodies,
civil society organizations, electoral institutions and other critical stakeholders.

As argued in this paper, scholars and professionals as actors form the architecture of democratic legitimacy generate
knowledge and provide expertise respectively, are positioned to, in collaboration with the civil society organization
mobilize the citizens and the judiciary to enforce constitutional safeguards against electoral irregularities. Consistent
collaboration of the relevant institutions is crucial having regard to the fact that we have no perfect institution but working
together they can identify institutional weaknesses and continually improve them through expert knowledge, integrity
and collective responsibility.

It is instructive to note that technological innovation has transformed elections globally. Accordingly, innovations like
the electronic voter registration, biometric accreditation, electronic transmission of results and digital election observation
have enhanced efficiency. Nevertheless, these innovations also create new risks. On the other hand, disinformation
campaigns, cyber-attacks, artificial intelligence-generated propaganda, deep-fake videos and foreign digital interference
increasingly threaten democratic processes.'*

In light of the existential challenges of election transparency in Nigeria, especially as elections increasingly occur within complex digital
information environments, the contribution of scholars and professionals extends beyond traditional civic education to include strategic
communication for election transparency. This is based on the recognition that the expertise, credibility, analytical competence and ethical
obligations enable scholars and professionals to communicate accurate electoral information, counter misinformation, educate voters, and
strengthen democratic accountability. Therefore, it cannot be gainsaid, that mobilization of scholars and professionals as strategic
communicators is necessary to institutionalize evidence-based communication that can promote for election transparency. This is a
desideratum for the achievement of election transparency and by extension, democratic consolidation.

BUNESCO, 'Strengthening the Integrity and Transparency of Elections in the Age of Social Media' (2018, updated 2023). (UNESCO)
“International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), Durable Trust: A Strategic Communications Framework for Electoral
Management Bodies (2026). (IFES)
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Furthermore, credible and transparent elections depend on the quality of communication between electoral actors and
citizens. In today's democracies, electoral processes have become prone to misinformation, political propaganda, voter
alienation, and institutional distrust. It cannot be gainsaid that trust is a central component of democratic consolidation.
Therefore, scholars and professionals may be engaged in strategic communication to increase the integrity of elections,
build public confidence, and encourage informed citizens' participation. Hence their knowledge, credibility, and diverse
audience give them special leverage in public discussion and improvement of democratic processes. Election periods
often generate political tensions and social divisions. Scholars and professionals trained in conflict resolution, peace
studies, and public communication can be mobilized to facilitate dialogue among political actors, civil society groups,
and communities.

5. The Imperative of Election Transparency and the Importance of the Role of Scholars and Professionals

This section emphasizes the importance of election transparency as an indispensable democratic factor in democratic
consolidation and why the role of scholars and professionals matter as strategic communicators, that is to say, why they
should be mobilized for strategic communication. First, it strengthens legitimacy. Governments derive constitutional
authority through credible electoral mandates rather than coercive power. Second, transparency enhances accountability
by ensuring that electoral institutions remain answerable to citizens. Third, transparent elections reduce political violence
by increasing confidence in electoral outcomes. Fourth, transparent electoral systems promote political inclusion by
assuring marginalized groups that the electoral process is fair and accessible. Finally, transparency contributes to political
stability and sustainable development. Nations characterized by credible elections generally experience stronger
institutions, improved investor confidence and greater social cohesion.

Strategic communicators contribute significantly to democratic governance by: promoting transparency and
accountability; strengthening public confidence in institutions; improving citizens' political literacy; reducing
misinformation and disinformation; encouraging peaceful electoral participation; supporting conflict prevention and
resolution; enhancing institutional legitimacy; and ultimately fostering democratic consolidation.

Scholars as strategic communicators are strategically positioned to perform the above functions, in that, the universities
are society's reservoirs of knowledge and evidence-based policy. As such, scholars possess unique capacities that can
substantially improve electoral governance. For instance: political scientists analyze voting behavior and democratic
institutions; legal scholars evaluate constitutional compliance and electoral jurisprudence; computer scientists develop
secure electoral technologies; statisticians conduct election audits and detect voting anomalies; economists examine
campaign finance and political economy; communication scholars analyze misinformation and electoral communication;
sociologists investigate political participation and voter inclusion; public health scholars contribute to safe electoral
management during emergencies.

It is instructive to note that the research generated within universities provides policymakers with objective evidence
capable of improving electoral administration. Furthermore, universities produce future electoral officials, judges,
legislators, journalists and civic leaders. Consequently, electoral integrity begins within academic institutions through
civic education, inculcation of democratic values and ethical leadership.

On the other hand, professionals as strategic communicators are strategically positioned to function as strategic
communicators for election transparency because of their possession unique capacities as experts in their professions that
can be leveraged to substantially improve electoral governance. Thus, professional associations possess technical
expertise essential for electoral credibility. For instance: lawyers defend constitutional rights, represent litigants and
contribute to electoral reforms; information technology professionals strengthen cybersecurity, electronic transmission
systems and digital verification mechanisms; engineers support biometric infrastructure and communication networks;
accountants and auditors monitor political party finance and public expenditure; journalists investigate electoral
malpractice while promoting responsible public information; medical professionals ensure safe elections during health
emergencies; psychologists contribute to peace building and conflict prevention initiatives; security professionals provide
security for electoral officials and their materials as well as election security for the voters. Thus, in their unique ways,
each profession contributes to election integrity.

6. Conclusion and Recommendations

Transparent elections are the foundation of democratic governance because they ensure that political authority is derived
from the freely expressed will of the people to whom sovereignty belongs. Beyond credible electoral laws and efficient
institutions, transparency depends on how information is generated, communicated, verified, and understood by citizens.
In an era of digital media, misinformation, disinformation, and declining public trust, strategic communication should be
called in aid, to safeguarding electoral integrity. Transparency extends beyond the act of voting to encompass the entire
electoral cycle, including legal frameworks, electoral administration, campaigning, voting, counting, result management,
and dispute resolution. When electoral processes are open, verifiable, and accountable, public confidence increases,
political stability is enhanced, and democracy is strengthened.
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In contemporary democratic societies, scholars and professionals as strategic communicators are not only transmitters of
information, but also architects of public understanding and trust. Therefore, both groups play vital roles in policy
formulation, public education, civic engagement, and the promotion of accountability and transparency. By employing
research, planning, ethical communication, and stakeholder engagement, strategic communicators help institutions
achieve their objectives while promoting informed public participation. Therefore, they must work collaboratively to
ensure that electoral information remains accurate, timely, accessible, and credible.

In this contemporary digital environment which creates both opportunities for transparency and risks associated with
information overload and misinformation, coupled with the fact that political actors may rely on propaganda,
communication by scholars and professionals are evidence based through: research; data collection; constitutional
provisions; legal interpretation; and comparative analysis are essential to improve public understanding of electoral
issues. Therefore, as Nigeria continues in its struggle to consolidate its democracy, especially in this era of increasing
complexity of the information environment in which elections take place, the academics, communication professionals,
and civic actors must take collective responsibility in promoting ethical communication, accountability, and informed
public participation, to foster more transparent, peaceful, and credible elections that reflect the genuine will of the
Nigerian people.

Digital platforms have transformed political communication by enabling instantaneous dissemination of information
across geographical boundaries. While this transformation has democratized public discourse, it has also facilitated the
rapid spread of false information capable of influencing electoral behavior. Unscrupulous political actors increasingly
employ sophisticated communication strategies that exploit cognitive biases and digital vulnerabilities to influence public
perception to their electoral advantage, employing conspiracy theories, election denials and political rumors. Thus, the
role of scholars and professionals as strategic communicators has become increasingly indispensable to electoral
transparency and democratic governance because of the advantage of high public credibility, as citizens often trust
academics and professionals more than politicians, their independence makes them credible sources of electoral
information and professional ethics also reduce perceptions of partisan bias. Against the backdrop that scholars and
professionals are indispensable actors in the advancement of knowledge, good governance, institutional development,
and democratic consolidation, our universities must become laboratories of democratic innovation. Furthermore, for
Nigeria’s democracy to flourish, scholars and professionals as custodians of public trust must not remain in the ivory
tower or solely in technical advisory roles, while the country’s democracy remains in quandary.

The mobilization of scholars and professionals for election transparency should involve several strategic initiatives which
includes; integrating electoral governance studies into the curricula of disciplines like law, political science, public
administration, information technology and communication, etcetera; professional associations should establish election
integrity committees to monitor and analyze the conduct of elections; election data should be made publicly accessible
for independent academic analysis; professional ethics training should include democratic governance and electoral
accountability; governments should provide competitive research grants for studies on democratic governance and
electoral transparency, while scholars should actively communicate research findings in accessible language that informs
policymakers, legislators and ordinary citizens alike.

Specifically, professional associations can leverage on their nationwide institutional networks partner to support electoral
transparency in the following ways: the Nigerian Bar Associations can organize constitutional literacy programs; the
institutes of public relations can promote ethical election communication; Journalists' unions can strengthen verification
practices; information technology associations can support cyber security awareness; accounting bodies can promote
transparency in campaign finance; and professional institutes can establish permanent Electoral Integrity Committees
responsible for research, public education, election observation and policy dialogue. The above initiatives could
institutionalise democratic engagement beyond election periods.

It is instructive to note that the future of democratic governance will therefore be determined not only by the integrity of
electoral laws or technologies but equally by the integrity of those who communicate democratic truth. Scholars and
professionals must therefore collaborate in developing technological safeguards, cyber-security protocols and ethical
frameworks capable of protecting electoral systems without undermining civil liberties.
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