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Ichafu

Ndi Igbo bi na mpaghara owuwa anyanwu Naijiria nwere agumagu ha nke a na-aguputa n’onu tupu
obibia ndi ocha. Otu n’ime agumagu onu ndi ahu bu akuko ifo. Ifo bu akuko a roro aro nke ndi Igbo ji
anori oge ma na-akpakwa onwe ha obioma. Nchoputa na-egosi na otutu ndi mmady na-eche na o
nweghizi uru akuko ifo bara; karisia n’oge ugbu a. Ebumnobi oru nchocha a by inyocha ifo iji mata
usoro omenala na usoro ebimndy ndi Igbo ndj gbara elu n’ifo Igbo na igosiputa etu ifo si aru oru dika
enyo e ji ahuta ndy ndi Igbo. Omenchocha a nwetere njiede o jiri mee nchocha a site n’igbado ukwu
n’akuko ifo ndi o gerela oge o na-etolite, akuko ifo ndi o nwetere site n’akwukwo nchikota akuko ifo
nakwa ihe ndi 0 maara dika onye Igbo toro n’ala Igho. Nchoputa gosiri na e wepu iji akuko ifo noria
oge ma kpakwaa ndi mmadyu obioma, na akuko ifo bu otu uzo gbara okpurukpu ndi Igbo si eziputa
omenala, nkwenye na usoro obibi ndy ha. Atuty e ji wee mee oru nyochaa bu atuty keenyouche nke
gbadoro ukwu na mmekorita mmadu na ibe ya dika o si metuta agumagu. Oru nchocha a nyere ntuziaka
ka onye obula gbasie mbo ike ihu na agumagu odinala akukoifo anwughi; kama ka achoputa uzo ndi
ga-enyeaka iji hu na o selitere isi nke oma n’oge ugbu a.

Okpurukpu okwu ga: Akuko ifo, ndi Igbo, mbamuru, omenala, ugegbe

Mkpolite

Ndi Igbo, nke di na mpaghara owuwaanyanwu Naijiria nwere uzg odinala di icheiche ha si akowaputa
onwe ha, azulite umu ha ma na-akuzikwara ndi na-etolite etolite ihe. Otu n’ime uzo di otu a bu site
n’agumagu onu ha nke akuko ifo so n’otu n’ime ha. Mba di icheiche na agburu di icheiche nwegasiri
akuko ifo nke ha. Akuko ifo nwegasiri aha a na-akpo ya na mpaghara ala Igbo digasi icheiche dika ‘ifo’,
‘ife’, ‘iro’, ‘akukoufe’, ‘akukoufere’, akukoifo’, ‘inu’ na‘ithwe. Akuko ifo so n’otu nnukwu ngwaoru
ndi Igbo ji akowaputa onwe ha, egosiputa omenala ha, egosiputa ahumiheuwa ha; akuziri ndi na-etolite
etolite ihe, anori oge ma na-akpakwa onwe ha obi anuri. Akuko ifo bu udi akuko pury iche nke na-esite
n’otu agburu rue na agbury 9zo.

Akuko ifo by enyo e ji ahyta ndy, emereme, mmekorita, adimike, ezughi oke, atumaanya, olileanya
mmaduy, yjo n’ihe ndi 0zo dika o si metuta ndi bi n’ime ywa. N’ihi na nnyocha ifo bu nnyocha ndy na
akparamagwa ndi mmadu bi n’uwa. Q bu n’ihi nke a ka akuko ifo ji di oke mkpa na ndu ndi Igbo;
karisia n’ebe izulite ymuaka di.

Ntuleghari oru ndi 0z¢ ruru

E meela nchocha digasi icheiche dika o si metuta ifo, okachasi ifo Igbo. Otutu ndi orunchocha
agbalisiela ike inye nkowa akuko ifo. Hamilton & Weiss (1990) kowara akuko ifo dika akuko nke a na-
ahafe site n’otu agburu ruo na agburu ¢zo; tinyekwara na ¢ bu akuko arorg aro nke obodo jikotara aka
onu wee nwere'. Ha gakwara n’ihu kowaa na a na-esite n’akuko ifo huta omenala mba nwe ha.

Otutu ndi oru nchocha gunyere Nwadika® na Nnabuihe® kwenyere na ifo Igbo bu akuko na-emeghi eme.
Ha kwekotakwara na onweghi onye maara oge ifo malitere magbu onye/ndi malitere ya. Ha

! M. Hamilton and M. Weiss, Children Tell Stories (New York: Richard C. Owen Publishers,
Inc.,1990), 39.

2 Nwadike, I. Uzoma, Eké na Egwirigwii: A book of Aetiological or ‘Why’ Tales (Ibadan:
Heinemann, 2001).

3 Nnabuihe, C. B., Nwaada Loolo: Akwukwo Akuko Ifo Ndi Igbo (Lagos: Ofona Ogu Projects
Africa, 2005).
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kwenyekwara n’ifo malitere n’ihi mmasi ndi mmadu ka ha mee ka ndi 0z¢ mata otu ha siri huta ywa.
Ha kwekoritakwara na a na-e sitekwa n’ifo amata ihe ndi merela, tinyekwara icho ka ndi 9zo keta oke
na ahumihe uwa ha, icho ikato ajo agwa na ito eziagwa ma site usoro digasi otu a wee mee ka e nwe
udo na-ezi mmekorita n’ctiti ndi mmadu na ibe ha.

Abia na njiri mara ifo, Uba-Mgbemena kowaputara na njirimara ifo gunyere ndia, n’ifo anaghi adi naani
n’udi akomako, n’ifo bidoro oge ndi Igbo malitere usoro ebimnduy ha, n’onweghi akuku Igbo ¢ bu naani
ha nwe ifo, na-amaghi onye/ndi malitere ifo, na asusu ifo, na-adi mfe ma gakwaa siriri werere,
tinyekwara na o nwere usoro okwu ndi € ji ebido ma na-emechi ifo*.

Ufodu ndi orunchocha gbaliri ikewa akuko ifo site n’igbadoukwuy n’oru ifo na-ary, isiokwu ndi
mejuputara ifo, agwa ndi no n’ifo, ndina ifo, na emeremere/ebe emere ifo (Egudu’, Iroaganachi®,
Emenanjo’, Okpewho®, Chukwukere’, Chukwuma'® na Nwadike!'). Mana Finnegan kowara
n’igbadoukwu n’agwa wee mee nkewa ifo adabachaghi n’ihi na enweghi ndiiche putara ihe nke oma
n’etiti agwa ndi digasi n’ifo'2. Nnabuihe!® puturu iche n’otu o si wee kewaa ifo. O kewara ifo dika iduu
na ifo nkiti.

Abian’oru ifo na-aru, otutu ndi odee na ndi orunchocha akporola aha tinyekwara Okwechime', Okoh!?,
na Ikeokwu'® kwenyere n’oru ifo na-aru na ndu ndi Igbo gunyere iji noria oge, iji kuzie ihe, iji zulite
umuaka, igosiputa ihe ndi merela eme, gosikwa ihe ndi na-eme ugbua ma site n’uzo di otu a tuputa
atumaty maka odinihu. Anyachebelu n’akuku nke ya hutara ifo dika ihe juputara na mgbaama/gdimara
(symbol) n’igosiputa udi ory, nkwenye, mmekorita, aha dgz; ndi a na-ahyta na ndu ndi Igbo.
Anyachebelu gbara mbo weputa odimara/mgbaama (symbol) ufodu gbaraelu n’ifo Igbo; ndi gunyere
odimara: aha, ory, alumdi na nwunye, ochichi, nkwenye, aha, oge, onuogugu, agwa, mmekorita na ndi
070!,

N’ime oru nchocha ndi a niile e merela, ¢ dighi nke nyochara oru ifo na aru dika enyo e ji ahuta ndu
ndi Igbo kpomkwem. Q bu ya ka oru nchocha ji di oke mkpa.

* Uba-Mgbemena, Asoonye, “The Roles of /fo in the training of the Igbo child” Journal of the

Folklore Society (1985): 53 — 54

> Egudu, R. N., The Calabash of Wisdom and Other Igbo Stories (New York: Nok Publishers,
1973).

® Iroaganachi, John O. Qka Mgba (London: Longman, 1973).

" Emenanjo, E. Nolue (ed), Omalinze: A book of Igbo folktales (Ibadan: Oxford University
Press, 1977).

& Okpewho, 1., African Oral Literature: Backgrounds, Character, and Continuity
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1992).

® Chukwukere, N. F., Igho Folktales about Women: Features and Ideological Implications
(1993).

10 Chukwuma, Helen, Igbo oral literature theory and tradition (Abak: Belpot, 1974).

11 Nwadike, Eké na Egwurngwil

2 Finnegan, Ruth, Oral Literature in Africa (United Kingdom: Open Book Publishers, 2012):
334 —335.

13 Nnabuihe, Nwaada Loolo

4 Okwechime, E.O., “Igbo Oral Literature and Globalisation — the Missing Link,” JONLAC:
A Journal of Nigerian Languages and Culture. 6, (2) (2004): 111-117.

Okoh, N., Preface to oral literature (Nigeria: Africana First, 2008).

16 Tkeokwu, E. N., “Functionalism and the Pedagogy of Igbo Folktales” Journal of
Igbo Studies 2 (2007): 21-26.

7 Anyachebelu, A. L. “Social Symbolism in Selected Texts on Igbo Animal Folktales in

Nigeria. (A PhD Thesis University of Lagos, 2018).
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Atutu

Atutu keenyouche “Mirror Image” bu atutu a gbakwasara ukwu wee nyochaa oru nchocha a. Atutu
kenyouche so n’otu tiori e nwere ike iji nyochaa agumagu mba. Isi ahury wee kwaba okpu dika o si
metuyta atyty keenyouche bu Louis-de-Bonald (1754 — 1810) okiruro onye French (French philosopher).
O kowaputara na site n’iwetu anya guo agumagu agburu obula, mmadu nwere ike ikowaputa udi ndu
agburu ahu biri (Ogunsina'®). Ngalaba atutu kenyouche n’inyocha agumagu na mmekorita na
mmekorita mmadu n’ibe ha n’ime obodo hutara agumagu dika enyo na-egosiputa otu agbury magbu
mba nwe ya di Lowenthal'®. Atutu keenyouche hutakwara udi agumagu obula dika ihe ndi odee
kpachapuru anya mebe iji wee gosiputa ihe ndi merela/ na-eme n’agburu maobu mba ahu Ogunsina®.

Atutu kenyouche na-enyeaka egosiputa mmekorita na-enweghi nkewa nke di n’etiti oru nka/ekereuche
(art) na mba nwe ha. Vastsa kwenyere na ma ihe oma na ihe amamaka n’ihu agburu obuyla na-enwe na-
agbaelu n’agumagu agburu nwe ha?!.

O bu n’ihi nke a ka oru nchocha a ji wee horo atutu kenyouche dika ihe a ga-agbado ukwu na ya wee
mee oru nchocha a. Q bu eziokwu na akuku ifo by agumagu odinala, ma akuko ndi mejuputara ifo ndi
Igbo bu ezigbo enyo, a na-esite na ya huta ndu ndi Igbo.

Usoro Oru nchocha

Omenchocha nwetara akuru ngwaoru o jiri kwara ngwaoru n’ifo a kporo ‘Nwa a gutara na mmiri’ di
Nza na Obu®. Ifo a nwekwara uzo abuo 0zo e si ako ya. Otu bu ‘Nwunye nke a kporo asi’ nke 0zo bu
‘Omalinze’, ifo abyo ndi di n’Omalinze. N’ime ifo ato ndi a, omenchocha kara gbadoukwu n’ifo ‘Nwa
a gutara na mmiri’nke sitere n’akwukwo akuko Nza na Obu, ma werezie ‘Omalinze’ na ‘Nwunye nke
a kporo asi’ dika ebe ndabere iji hy na orunchocha a nyere ihe a chorg. Akuko ato ndi a nwere otu
isiokwu, ndina ha bukwa otu. Ndiiche puytara ihe n’ifo ato ndi a bu mgbanwe agwa n’ebe ufodu agwa
di n’ifo ahu di.

N’aka nke 0zo, omenchocha a gbara ufodu ndi nkuzi na ymuakwukwo ndi Igbo ajuju onu iji choputa
otu ha si wee huta ifo dika ihe na-enyeaka egosiputa usoro ebimndu ndi Igbo. Ufodu akwukwo ndi e
dere gbasara ifo Igbo nyekwaara Omenchocha aka. Omenchocha webatakwara amamihe na nghota ya
dika nwaafo Igbo a muyry, o tokwaa n’ala Igbo. Nihi na o nwere ohere isonye n’iko na n’ige akuko ifo
oge 0 na-etolite.

Nchikota “Akuko Nwa a Gutara Na Mmiri”

Nwa a gutara na mmiri na-ako maka otu eze luru ndiinyom asaa ma kpoo otu n’ime ha asi. Ndiinyom
Eze muuyru ya naani ymyunwaanyi. N’ihi ya, o nweghi nwa nwoke gbula nke ga-angchi ya ma ¢ nwuo.
Ihe kpatara na ndiinyom Eze niile enweghi nke mutaara ya nwa nwoke dika afa si wee kwue bu n’ihi
na nna eze megburu otutu umuogbenye. Qgbaafa gwara Eze na ¢ buru na ¢ choo ka ndi nwunye ya
muta nwoke, na ¢ ga-eburu uzo nyeghachi umu ogbenye dum nna ya kpaakooro ihe ha, ihe ha dum. Eze
gbara mbg mee ihe afa kwuru, n’ihi na ¢ chgsiri nwa nwoke ike.

Eze a mechara gaa na nke onye dibia ka o nyere ya aka ime ka ndi nwunye ya muta nwoke. Dibia ahu
nyere ya mkpuru aku asaa ka o nye ndiinyom ya nke ha ga-eti taa mkpokoro ya ma tufue nke bu aku.
Ndiinyom Eze bu ndi nganga, n’ihi ya ha tiri aku taa uru ya, ma tufue mkpokoro ya. Otu Odibo Eze
huru Mkporomasi n’anya nukwara ihe Eze kwuru, ma kpokooro mkpokoro aku ahu ndi nwunye Eze

8 Ogunsina, B. Sociology of the Yoruba Novel: An Introduction, (Ilorin: Integrity Publication,
2006), 20.

¥ Lowenthal, L., Literature and the Image of Man (Boston: Beacon Press, 1957), 15

20 Ogunsina, Sociology of the Yoruba Novel, 10

21 Vastsa, S., Literature is the Mirror but Must Be Able to See the Mirrored.
International Journal of English Language, Literature and Humanities IV (I11I)
(2016): 12

22 Ogbalu, F. Chidozie, Nza na Obu. (Onitsha: University Publishing Company, 1973): 69-72.
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ndi 0zo tufuru kpogara Mkporomasi. N’akuko di n’Emenanjo, afa gwara Eze na ¢ ga-ebute otu ogbe
akwu ojukwu mmuo keere ndi inyom ya dum mkpuru akwu niile di na ya ka ha taa. Q gwakwara Eze
na o nwere otu mkpuru akwu di na ya nke ¢ ga-abu nwaanyi obula tara ya, o mutara ya nwata nwoke ¢
na-achosi ike?’. Oge Eze gbutere akwu ahu, o jiri aka ya keere ndiinyom ya mkpuru akwu niile di na
ya, mana o nyeghi Mkporomasi. Q dosikwara ndiinyo ndi 0z¢ aka na nti ike ka ha ghara inye ya nke ha
ketara. Isi nwaanyi were oke ya lakpuru n’ulo, ma hu otu mkpuru akwu oti gbara; o were ya tufuo n’ezi,
si na ¢ gaghi abara ya uru. Ka ¢ na-esi ndi 9zg n’ite, otu oke ngwere biara buru mkpuyry akwuy ahu o
tufuru bugara enyi ya nwaanyi, bu Mkporomasi bi n’ebe a na-achupu aja?*. Ma n’akuko di n’Ogbalu, o
bu otu n’ime ndi ohu Eze huru Mkporomasi n’anya mere ka mkpokoro aku ahu rute ya aka. Mgbe oge
omumu nwa ndi nwunye Eze ruru, ndi nwunye Eze isii ¢ huru n’anya muchara nwaanyi nwaanyi, ebe
naani Mkporomasi mury nwoke. Ma o rue mgbe Mkporomasi ga-amu nwa, ¢ bury Anasi jiri ya ime.
Anasi Eze a bu ajo nwaanyi afo tara mmiri nke mere na mgbe Mkporomasi myry nwa, ¢ tubara nwa
nwoke ¢ mury na mmiri, were osisi nku kpaa ya si ya n’aka si ya na ¢ bu ihe o mury

Nwatakiri nwoke ahu Mkporomasi mury, nke Anasi Eze tubara na mmiri hugidere rute ebe otu agadi
nwaanyi ji isi ama ukwa no. Agadi nwaanyi ahu kpooro ya laa n’ulg ya. Akuko ¢zo kwuru na ¢ bu “Otu
Diochi huru ya ka o sere n’elu mmiri wee gaa kuputa ya. Mgbe 0 no n’elu nkwuy, o lere anya hu na ¢ bu
nwaanyi nke a kporo asi mury nwa ahy. O wee kuru nwa ahy laa si mgbe ya zuychara ya ka ¢ ga-akoro
eze ihe mere™?®. Akuko nke 0z¢ kowara na mmiri ruuru ha puta n’ebe otu agadi nwaanyi na-ama ukwa
n’ikpere mmiri, ebere ya mere ya, o wee guputa ha kpokoro ha lawa n’ulo ya. N’ulg ya, o legidere ha
anya wee ruo mgbe ahu dikwara nwaanyi ahu mma nke oma?’.

O rue otu ybochi nkita Eze kpaara nri rute n’ulg ebe nwatakiri ahu ng; nwatakiri ahu guru ya uri a:
Nkita Eze ichobwa m o
Nnna m Eze tiri iwu
Nyaa Nyabo
Amuta nawaanyi tufega
Nyaa Nyabo
Amuta nwoke kpobata
Nyaa Nyabo
Amuta nwoke kpobata
Nyaa Nyabo
Anasi Eze onye iwe
Nyaa Nyabo

Kwa ybochi, ¢ buru na nkita Eze gachaa n’ulg ebe nwatanwoke Eze no, ¢ laruo ulg, ¢ na- amalite piawa
Eze ¢odu ya. Otu ubochi Eze kpebiri wee soro nkita ya wee rute n’ulo nwatakiri ahu. Agadi nwaanyi ahu
wee kooro Eze ihe niile gbasara nwa ahy na otu o siri buru nwa Eze. Q tutara Eze aro ka ndi nwunye
ya niile sie nri buputa, onye obula nwatakiri ahu riri nri ya, a mara na onye ahu bu nne ya. Eze mere ihe
Agadi nwaanyi ahy gwara ya. N’ikpeazu ¢ bu nri Mkporomasi ka nwatakiri ahu riri; na-agbanyeghiri
na ¢ bu oke na ngwere ka Mkporomasi ji wee sie nri nke ya. N’ihi na Eze zuuru ndi nwunye ya ndi ¢
huru n’anya ihe ha ga-eji sie nri uto ma ¢ nweghi nke o nyere Mkporomasi. Eze mechaziri wee buru
Mkporomasi saa ya ahy, zyorg ya otu igbe uwe, zyorg ya ma ola-edo, ma ¢la-ocha na ihe ndi niile ¢ na-
azughiri ya na mbuy. Site n’ubochi ahy, Eze akpobata Mkporomasi n’ulo ya, nye ya ihe niile ¢ choro.
“Q kpobatakwara diochi n’obi eze ka ¢ buru otu n’ime ndi ichie ya®®. O rue oge Eze nwuru, nwatakiri
ahy aburu eze n’onodu nna ya.

2 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 2

2 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1-2

2> Ogbalu, F. Chidozie, Nza na Obu, 70.
6 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 175-176

2 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 177

22 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 177
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Ntucha Data/Ntosasi

Akuko ifo bu akuko ihe na-emeghi eme nke na-agbakwasa ukwu n’ala mmadu, n’ala mmuo, na n’ala
umuanumany. Mmemmadu juputa n’ifo, n’ihi na a na-enye osisi, anuohia, anuulo na ihe okike ndi 9zo
agwa mmaduy. Agwa di n’ifo bucha ihe niile di n’elu ywa. E ji agwa ndi ahu ndi di n’ifo e gosiputa udi
agwa a na-ahyta na ndy ndi mmadu ndi bi n’ime ywa. Na ntgsasi a, a ga-egosiputa ka ifo Igbo si ary
oru dika enyo e ji ahuta ndu ndi Igbo.

Ifo dika enyo e ji ahuta ndi Igbo

Enyo bu ihe na-egosi otu ihe di. O bury na mmadu achgo imata otu onye ahu di, o ga-aga lee onwe ya
n’enyo. O bu otu a ka ifo si wee di na ndu ndi Igbo. Ifo bu ihe di oke mkpa n’igosiputa otu ndi Igbo di;
otu ha si ahyta ywa, otu ha si emegasi ihe di icheiche dika ekpemekpe, ochichi, alumdi na nwunye, igu
aha, mmekorita dgz. E ji ya egosiputa akpamiike odogwu, amamiihe, eziagwa, egwu, ahumiihe gbasara
uwa, ikpa ochi, ito mmady, inye Chukwu ugwu na nsopuru nakwa igosiputa ihe kpatara ihe ufodu ji di
etu ha di, dika etu onwu siri bia n’uwa. Nke a putara na mmaduy nwere ike isite n’ifo mata usoro ebimnduy
ndi Igbo.

Dika atutu kenonyeuche si wee kwuo, akuko ndi a na-agbadokwa ukwu n’ihe ndi ndi okoo huru maobu
ha nuru metytara obodo ha na okiririki ha. E nwereike isi na ndi okoo na-ako maka mpaghara ebe ha si
dika ha si wee huta ihe ndi merela magbu ihe ndi na-eme. N’ihi na ¢ bu n’okiriki mpaghara ebe ndi
0koo bi ka ha si enweta ihe ndi na-emejuputa akuko ha. Q bu n’ihi ya ka ahumihe mba na usoro ebimndu
mba ji agbaelu n’akomako ha. O by otu ahu ka ¢ dikwa na ndu ndi Igbo. O bu site n’uyzo di otu a ka ifo
si bury enyo na-eseputa ndu ndi Igbo ma na-egosiputakwa ihe ndi nna nna ha weere dika ihe oma magbu
ihe 0joo. N’ihi nke a e nwereike isi n’ifo juputara n’odimara/njirirmara (symbol) na-egosiputa ndu ndi
Igbo.

Iji wee gosiputa otu ifo si bury enyo na-ebuputa ndu ndi Igbo, orunchocha a gbadoroukwu n’oru ato
kachaa gbaaelu ifo na-ary. Ha bu ndi a: ndumodu, nkocha na otito. A ga-elebanyekwa anya n’odimara
‘symbols’ ndi gbakwaraelu n’ifo eji wee kwara ngwaoru n’oru nchocha a, iji gosiputagasia uzo ndi 0zo
ifo si aru oru dika enyo eji ahuta ndu ndi Igbo. A ga-enyocha ihe atg ndi a site n’ilebanye anya n’otu ha
si wee puta ihe n’ifo a ‘Nwa a gutara na mmiri’, ma rutukwa aka na ‘Omalinze’ na ‘Nwunye nke a
kporo asi’ n’ebe ¢ di mkpa. Nke mbu a ga-elebenyaanya bu ndumodu.

Ndumodu

E ji ifo akuziri ymuaka ihe di icheiche dika igosi nsopuruy, irube isi, inwe obi ebere, ikwu eziokwu,
isopuru nsoala, ibelata oke ochichg, nganga, ekworo, nnupu isi, dgz. N’ime ufodu ifo, a na-ahuta
mmegbu, ita ahuhu, ikpoasi, obi 0joo, nnupu isi, dgz. O buru na egosiputa ihe ndi a n’ifo, n’ikpeazy a
ga-enweta ihe nlekwasi anya nke bu iweputa uru ifo ahu bara. Q buru na eleanya n’ifo e ji wee mee
nchocha a, Eze kporo otu nwunye ya asi na-enweghi ihe 0joo obula o mere ya. Asi di ya kporo ya
enweghi ihe aga eji wee tunyere ya. Q bu n’ihi asi di ya kporo ya mere na ¢ zutara ndi 0zo ihe, ¢ gaghi
enye ya. Eze amaghi ma ¢ di ndu ma ¢ nwury anwy. The oriri ya bu ihe ekpofuru n’ikpo ntu ya bu nri
gbara uka na ahihia ji. Ndu nwaanyi a di, ¢ kaara ya mma na ¢ nwuru anwu karia ihusi anya niile ¢ na-
ahusi®. Q rupuuru ya ulo n’ebe a na-achupu aja di n’ezi ama ya*°. Mkporomasi, na-agbanyeghi udi asi
di ya kporo ya oge niile ahu ¢ lutara ya n’ulo ahu, e nweghi onye ¢ kpaliri, o0 lughi ¢ogu maogbu tuo
atumatu igbapu 0so puo n’ulo ahuy. O dighikwa oge o nupuuru di ya magbu onye obula isi; rukwue oge
0 mury nwa nwoke nke Anasi napury ya nye ya osisi. Nke a gosiri na ¢ bu nwaanyi nwere ezi nzulite
site n’ezinaulg a muru ya. A zuputara ya nkeoma malite na nwata n’ihi na ndi Igbo kwenyere na a naghi
amu aka ekpe na nka. Nke a bu nnukwu ndumodu nye onye obula, na-ekwesiri izulite ymyaka nke oma,
ka ¢ ga-abu ha tolite, ha agaghi esi n’ime nkuzi ha natara dapu.

2 Ogbalu, Nza na Obu, 71
% Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1
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N’otu aka ahykwa, Mkporomasi mechaziri buru ya na-ekwu ihe na-eme na be Eze, “site n’ubochi ahy,
0 buzi ya na-ekwu ihe na-eme n’ezi na ulo Eze, ndi 9zo na-eso ya n’azu®*"”. Ndi nwunye di ya jibu ya
mere ihe ochi bu ndi na-akparikwa ya wee buruzia ndi no n’okpuru ya, na-anarazi ntuziaka na ndumodu
site n’aka ya.

N’ime mmekpa ahu niile ndi a Mkporomasi gabigara, o bu naani Ngwere bu enyi na enyemaka ¢
nwetara. Di ya azoputaghi ya, obuladi ndi obodo n’onwe ha e nweghi nke nyere ya aka. Mgbe o di ka
ahyhy ¢ na- akwado iri isi ya Chinke sitere n’aka onye a na-amaghi hy na ¢ nwyghi n’ezi omume ya
nke ga-eme ka a ga-asi na o bu ajo ihe mmadu ime ezi ihe. Ndi odibo eze, enweghi nke meere ya ebere.
O bu naani anumanu by onye meere ya ebere (hand of providence). Oge ufodu, enyemaka na-abia site
n’ebe mmady na-atughi anya; nke a bu aka Chukwu. N’ebe e nyeere ndi nwunye eze niile ndi ¢ hyru
n’anya mkpuruakuy ka ha taa, isi nwaanyi tufuru nke gbara oti. O bukwanuy nke ahy gbara oti ¢ tufuru
atufu buzi nke Chukwu jiri kwara ngwaory ime ka Mkporomasi di ime. Mgbe ndi mmadu na-acho
iwepu onye 0z9 n’onodu ruuru onye ahuy, Ekekereywa na-ebilite mee ihe o jiri wee bury Chi. N’ihi
n’odinachi nwere ka o si ary ory na ndy ndi mmadu iwebata mmaduy, mgbe ndi 0z¢ gupuru/jury onye
ahy. Chineke nwere ka o si aru ory ime ka ihe a napury mmadu rute onya ahyu aka. N’ebe a ¢ bu
Mkporomasi, onye ajuru aju mecahaziri soro n’onu na-ekwu. Ifo a bu ezigbo omumaatu nkwenye na
onweghi ihe kariri Chukwu n’omume na ¢ nweghi ihe Chukwu tury aghaghi ime. Tinyekwara nkwenye
na uwa na-eme ntughari. N’ihi na o bughi onye o diri mma tata, ka o nwereike idiri echi. N’ihi ya
mmadu obula ekwesighi igbu onwe ya n’ihi gnodu adichaghi mma onye ahu hutara onwe ya n’ime ya.
Mmadu ekwesikwaghi iji ywa eme onu maka na o nweghi onye ma echi. Q bu onye ndidi na-eri azu
ukpoo; otee aka o di njog, ¢ di mma.

Akuko Ifo Dika The E Ji ’Akocha Agwa Qjoo Di Iche Iche

Ifo bu otu uzo ndi Igbo si akato agwa 0joo. Ndi Igbo kwenyere na mmebo ¢ meboro nwaamadi
n’ohaizugbe ka ogbugbu e gburu ya n’ohaizugbe. N’ifo e ji wee mee oru nchocha a, n’akuko nke di
n’Emenanjo (1977), ihe kpatara na nwunye Eze niile enweghi nke mutaara ya nwa nwoke bu n’ihi na
“nna ya mefuru otuty umu ogbenye kpakorokwa ala ha dum. Q gwara ya na ¢ na-achgsi nwa nwoke
ike, na ¢ ga-eburu uzo nyeghachi umu ogbenye dum nna ya kpakooro ihe ha, ihe ha dum*®*”. N’aka nke
0zokwa, ndi nwunye Eze ndi ¢ huru n’anya amutaghi nwoke oge Eze mechara ihe afa gwara ya mee
n’ihi mpako na nganga. Dika akuko di n’Ogbalu si wee kwue “Ma ndi nwunye Eze bu ndi nganga. Ha
ahughi otu mmadu ga-esi taa mkpokoro akuy, hapu nke bu uru ya. Ya mere, ha tie aku ha taa uru ya,

tufue mkpokoro ya sirj ha taa®”.

Ndi nkocha diiri bu nna Eze. “Nna ya mefuru otuty umu ogbenye kpakorokwa ala ha dum™4. Q by nna
Eze by isi sekpu nti butere nsogbu amughi nwa n’ezinaulg nwa ya n’ihi ajo agwa o kpasoro ndi ogbenye.

Eze, onye kporo nwunye ya asi na-enweghi ihe 9joo o bula ¢ mere ya nwetakwara nkocha nke ya. “Asi
Eze kporo nwuye ya enweghi aty, nke na mgbe o gbutere akwu ahu, o jiri aka ya keere ndiinyom ya
mkpuru akwu niile di na ya, mana o nyeghi nke ahu ¢ kporo asi. O siri na ¢ ga-abu ihe ary ma nwaanyi
ya kporo asi mytara ya okpara. Q dosikwara ndiinyom ¢z¢ aka na nti ike ka ha ghara inye ya nke ha
ketara”®.

Ndiinyom Eze n’akuku nke ha kpara agwa 9joog, n’ikpo nwunye di ha asi n’efu tinyekwara ibi ndu
nganga na nnupu isi ha. Akuko ifo a kowara na Ndiinyom Eze bu ndi nganga, n’ihi ya ha tiri aky, taa
uru ya, ma tufuo mkpokoro ya*. Akuko nke di n’Emenanjo (1977) koro na mgbe isi nwaanyi weere
oke ya lakpuruo n’ulg, ¢ hury otu mkpury akwu oti gbara. O wee were ya tufuo n’ezi, si na ¢ gaghi

3 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 4
32 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1
33 Ogbalu, Nza na Obu 70
3* Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1
> Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1
3¢ Ogbalu, Nza na Obu, 70
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abara ya uru. Ka ¢ na-esi ndi 9zo n’ite, 0 maghi mgbe oke ngwere no n’elu aja weere 9so ridata buru

mkpuru akwuy ahu o tufuru bugara enyi ya nwaanyi. O wee were ya tufuo n’ezi, si na ¢ gaghi abara ya
37

uru’’,

Anasi bu isi nwaanyi Eze, onye kwesiri ka ¢ na-agbaziri ndi 9zo buzi ya bu onye nara Mkporomasi nwa
nwoke ahu ¢ muru tubanye n’ime mmiri. “Ma o rue mgbe Mkporomasi ga-amu nwa, ¢ bury Anasi ga-
¢ji ya ime. Anasi Eze a by ajo nwaanyi afo tara mmiri nke mere na mgbe nwaanyi a myry nwa, o tubaa
ya na mmiri, were isisi nku kpaa ya si ya n’aka si ya na ¢ bu ihe o0 muru™®,

Udi akuko a bu iji wee katoo agwa 9joo dika imegbu ogbenye, inapu ndi mmadu ihe ha n’ike,
tinyekwara nganga/mpako. N’ihi na ydi agwa ndi di otu a bucha agwa ndi Igbo na-aso nso.

Otito

Ndi Igbo bu ndi ma ka e si enye mmady maobu ihe ndi 90z¢ otito maka ike ha kpara magbu ihe oma
onye/maobu ndi/ihe mere. N’ihi na e too dike na nke o mere, o mee 0z9. O bu n’ihi ya ka Igbo ji asi na-
e too onye akidi 0 gwota 9zo. Ihe kpatara ndi Igbo ji enye mmadu otito maka ihe oma onye ahu mere
bu iji wee gosi onye ahu n’ihe omere di mma. N’ihi ya, ka onye ahu mere gaba n’ihu; tinyekwara iji
mee ka ndi no n’akyky nomie udi akparamagwa di otu ahu. Nke a ga-eme ka onye obula na-agbalisike
ime ihe oma iji wee nweta otito.

Otito gbara elu n’ifo a nke ukwu. Ndi otito diri n’ifo a bu Diochi na agadi nwaanyi ji isi ama ykwa.
N’ihi na ¢ bu ha gbara mbo ihu na o nweghi ihe 9joo mere Mkporomasi na nwata nwoke Eze wee rue
oge Eze matara na ya nwere nwa nwoke. N’ihi ezi agwa Diochi, Eze mechara kpobata “Diochi n’obi
Eze ka ¢ buru otu n’ime ndi ichie ya*”. Ndi ¢zo otito dikwara bu Mkporomasi, onye na-agbanyeghi
mkapli niile ¢ natara na akpomasi niile a kporo ya, tachitere obi ya wee ruo mgbe onodu gbanwere ya.

Otito dikwara otu Odibo Ezekwa onye nutara ihe Eze gwara nwunye ya ndi 0z9, ma wee kpokooro
mkpokoro aky ahu ndi nwunye Eze ndi 0zo tufuru kponye Mkporomasi. Otito dikwara Ngwere maka i
gbatara onye na-enweghi enyemaka, Mkporomasi 0so enyemaka. Otito dikwara Nkita ahu mere ka
eziokwu puta ihe.

Qdimara (Symbols)
Qdimara bu ihe e ji angchite anya ihe 9z0 iji wee mee ka nghota puta ihe nkeoma. Otutu odimara gbara
elu n’ifo e ji wee mee orunchochaa. Ha gunyere:

i. Omugwo
Ndi Igbo na-eme nwaanyi muchara nwa omugwo. Q bu Diochi n’akuko nke di n’Emenanjo* nakwa
Agadi nwaanyi ahu ji isi na-ama ukwa n’ikpere mmiri, (nke guputara Mkporomasi na nwa nwoke 0
muru wee kpooro ha laa n’ulg ya) nochitere anya ¢ mugwo. Dika akuko ahu si wee koo “o legidere ha
anya wee ruo mgbe ahy dikwara nwaanyi ahy mma nke oma”*!. Akparamagwa ndi di otu ahu nochitere
anya omugwo.

ii. Eziokwu
Nwata nwoke ahu nke Mkporomasi muruy, ¢ ji anyaukwu na ikpoasi wee tunye na mmiri, kama imikpu
n’ime mmiri ka mmiri gbagbue ya, hugidere rue ebe otu agadi nwaanyi ji isi ama ykwa no, onye kpooro
ya wee laa n’ulg ya. Qsise nwata ahu sere na mmiri bu odimara iji gosi na etigbucha eziokwu, emechaa,
o selite isi; na eme elu mee ala, o nweghi onye puru igbachiri onye chi ya agbachighiri.

iii. Udo na ikpe ziri ezi ‘instrument of justice’
Ndi Igbo kwenyere n’ikpe nkwumoto na ikpe ziri ezi nke ¢ bu 9fo na ggu na-angchite anya ha na ndu
odinana ndi Igbo. Agwa Nkita Eze, Diochi na agadi nwaanyi ndi gbara mbo ihu na nwata nwoke ahu

3 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1-2
8 Ogbalu, Nza na Obu, 70

3 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 176
“ Emenanjo, Omalinze, 176
1 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 173
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Mkporomasi mury di ndu nochitereanya ikpe ziri ezi. Q bu site na akparamagwa ha ka Eze si mata na
o nwere nwa nwoke a mutara ya, tinyekwara ime ka Eze mata onye bu nne nwata ahu kpomkwem. Nke
bu ihe mepere uzo ka Mkporomasi nweta onodu ruru ya na be di ya. Ngwere kwa n’akuku nke ya bu
nnukwu ngwaory ime ka Mkporomasi nweta ikpe ziri ezi. N’ihi n’oge isi nwaanyi Eze tufuru oke nke
mkpuruakwu nke ya n’ihi na ¢ gbara oti, o bu ngwere bugara ya Mkporomasi bi n’ebe a na-achyupu
aja*. O bu ihe a ngwere mere kpatara ka Mkporomasi ji keta oke isoro ndi nwunye di ya taa akwu
ojukwu mmug ahu enyere ndi nwunye ndi 9zo ma enyeghi ya.
iv. Mmegbu, obi ¢joo na anyaukwu

Agwa ndi a, ndiinyom Eze, Ohu/odibo Eze, Anasi Ezebu gosiputara akparamagwa 9joo nochitere
mmegbu, obi 9jog na anyaukwu nke a na-ahuta n’ndu ufodu mmadu bi n’ywa. Qmumaaty, Ohu Eze,
bu ya kwabara Mkporomasi na na nwa o mury n’ime mmiri*, “... ma odibo Eze, nke na-elekota imu
nwa anya, siri na a ga-atunye nwa ahu na mmiri. O were nwa nwoke ahu tunye na mmiri”*. Ndiinyom
Eze, n’akuku nke ha enweghi onye n’ime ha kpasoro Mkporomasi agwa gma maobukwanu nwee obi
ebere n’ahy ya, dika nwunye di ha. Kama nke ahy, Anasi Eze bu isi nwaanyi Eze buri onye tubara nwata
nwoke ahy n’ime mmiri ma were osisi nye Mkporomasi n’onody nwa o mury. Eze n’onwe ya kwa
onye kporo nwunye asi ya na-nweghi ihe 9joo obula ¢ mere ya nakwa nna Eze, onye nakooro
umuogbenye ihe ha. Ndi Igbo na-ekwu okwu si na “ihe 0joo gbaa af9, ¢ diri onye mere ya”. N’ihi nke
a ka ka Eze ji wee taa ahuhuy ihe 0joo nna ya metara nke bu na Eze amytaghi nwa nwoke tutu rue mgbe
o nyeghachisiri umuyogbenye ihe nna ya na-akoro ha.

Qdimara ndi 9zg gbara elu n’akuko a gunyere ndi a:

Osisi ahu Anasi Eze nyere Mkporomasi nochitere anya mgbanwe o rubere mmadu ‘exchange of destiny
or a person’s entitlement’.

Uso mmiri nochitere anya uloogwuy, ebe a na-amy nwa.

Odibo Eze, nke na-elekota imy nwa anya nochitereanya ndi na-ana nwa (mid wives).

Mpuruakwu® / mkpokoro aku* na mkpuru akwu ojukwu mmug*’ na-egosiputa ogwu odinala

*2 Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1-2
* Emenanjo Omalinze, 2

* Emenanjo, Omalinze, 175
* Emenanjo, Omalinze, 175
% Ogbalu, Nza na Obu, 70
* Emenanjo, Omalinze, 1

Edensibia

Anyachebelu, A. L. (2018). “Social Symbolism in Selected Texts on Igbo Animal Folktales
in Nigeria. A PhD Thesis, University of Lagos.

Chukwukere, N. F. (1993). Igbo Folktales about Women: Features and Ideological
Implications. PhD Thesis, University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

Chukwuma, H. (1974). Igbo oral literature theory and tradition. Abak: Belpot.

Egudu, R. N. (1973). The Calabash of Wisdom and Other Igbo Stories. New York: Nok
Publishers.

Emenanjo, E. N. (ed) (1977). Omalinze: A book of Igbo folktales. Ibadan: Oxford University
Press.

Finnegan, R. (2012). Oral Literature in Africa. United Kingdom: Open Book Publishers.

Hamilton, M. & Weiss, M. (1990). Children Tell Stories. New York: Richard C.
Owen Publishers, Inc.

Ikeokwu, E. N. (2007). “Functionalism and the Pedagogy of Igbo Folktales” in
Journal of Igbo Studies, Vol. 2. 21-26.

Iroaganachi, J. O. (1973). Oka Mgba. London: Longman.

Iwe, A. (1963). Akuko IfoUfodu KwesiriKaUmummadu Mara. Lagos: Academy.

Lowenthal, L. (1957). Literature and the Image of Man. Boston: Beacon Press.

196



INTERDISCIPLINARY JOURNAL OF AFRICAN & ASIAN STUDIES (IJAAS) VOL. 9 NO. 4, 2023 (ISSN: 2504-8694),
Indexed in Google Scholar (Email: ijaasng@gmail.com) Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria

N’ihe ndi nwereike inyere onye na-acho nwa aka imuta nwa ‘fertility drug’.

Ihe Ndiozgo Gbakwara Elu

Nri ndi igbo

Ndi Igbo nwere udi nri digasi icheiche e ji mara ha. Ufodu n’ime ha gbara elu n’ifo a bu nkwy, ukwa
na akwu.

Ekike

Ekike ndi Igbo gbara elu by ola ocha na ¢la edo.

OQru ndi Igbo

afa), Odibo eze (n’ihi na azycha mmadu n’¢ru/ahia, ¢ mytachaa, ¢ gaa mepee nke ya), ikpa anu ulo dika
nkita na izuahia dgz.

Nchikota

Orunchocha a lebara anya n’otu ifo si ary oru dika enyo esi na ya ahuta ndu ndi Igbo. Qrunchocha a
kowaputara n’Ifo bu enyo e ji ahyta atumanya, ujo, nkwenye, omenala. Ifo na-enyekwa aka ime ka
ahumihe ndi igbo gbara elu; tinyekwara igosiputa usoro ndi igbo si ahuta ihe obula n’uwa.

A na-esite n’ifo Igbo nwee mmuta na nghota puru iche dika o si metuta ndu ndi Igbo n’ozuzu oke, dika
o si gbaaelu n’orunchocha a. Nke mbu bu ikocha agwa 9joo. A na-esite n’ifo akato agwa 9joo. Nke a
na-enyere umuaka aka imuta udi agwa a tyryanya n’aka ha, ma gbara ajo agwa 9so. Nke 0zo bu inye
mmaduy maobu ihe nkiti otuto ebe nke ikpeazu bu inye ndumoduy. Ifo ndi a juputakwara n’odimara
(symbol). A na-e sitekwa na ha hutakwa otutu ihe ndi metutara ndi Igbo, dika nkwenye n’arusi, n’afa,
n’ogwu na Chukwu, mmekorita mmaduy, ekpemekpe, ochichi, udi nri, ekike dgz. Omumaty, Oke nsogbu
na-agbakaria elu n’ifo dika uko nri magbu ygani, mmegbu na aghugho na-egosiputa na ndi Igbo na-
enwe uko ihe, uko mmadu, uko ala, tinyekwara mmegbu na aghugho, nke na-eweta nsogbu.

E ji ifo akuziri ymyaka ihe di icheiche dika eziomume, omenala, na nkwenye ndi Igbo di
icheiche. Nke a na-enye aka eme ka ymuyaka site na nwata muta ihe ndi di mma na nke di njo nakwa
etu ndi mury ha si na-elegara uwa anya. Q na-enyekwara umuaka aka imuta eziihe nakwa igbaso
eziomume, ka ha were bie ezi ndu tosiri ndi ga-abu ndi nne na nna, ndi isi ezinaulg nakwa ndi ndu
obodo. Orunchocha a kwenyesiri ike na ifo bu ihe di nnukwu mkpa na ndu ndi Igbo. N’ihi ya ka o ji di
mkpa onye ¢ bula inyeaka ihu n’omenala akuko ifo anwughi.
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